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y name is Nadia Garib Musa. I am 47 years old, 
mother of two, Felipe (22) and Catalina (16), and 
the second of three children of Palestinian parents, 
Taufik Garib and Elen Musa. My parents came from 
the city of Beit Sahour. They were the only ones in 
their family who were forced to emigrate to Chile 
as a result of the economic disaster caused by the 

1967 invasion. Here, in Chile, they were met by an uncle of theirs who 
had emigrated years before and had set up a fabrics business in the 
Arab quarter of the capital city of Santiago. 

The fact that my parents had to emigrate, leaving their extended 
family behind, caused a sparkle of pain in our nuclear family, that 
gradually turned into a need for justice. This was the driving force that 
prompted my parents to participate in the founding of various Chilean-
Palestinian institutions, like the Arab School, the Palestinian Club, the 
Palestinian Ladies of Chile, and the Palestinian Sports Club. We thus 
grew up in a family where the preservation of the Palestinian identity 
played a dominant role. Our parents taught us the Arab culture, 
history, and language, and took us to Palestine at an early age.  All 
these experiences contributed to the establishment of an emotional 
bond with our family of origin, which persists to this day. 

The following section is an acknowledgment of successful 
professional Chilean women of Palestinian origin.
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Furthermore, they taught us to be 
agents of change - responsible and 
persevering. Consequently, I was a 
good student at the Arab School, and 
I participated as the choir leader in 
the Palestinian folkloric groups, both 
at school and at the Palestinian Club. 
I studied medicine at the University of 
Santiago, Chile, and later specialized 
in child and adolescent psychiatry, 
a specialty that I practice both as a 
clinician and a medical teacher. It 
has also helped me to understand 
the process of my own identity 
and to assist several Palestinian 
refugee families, who have come to 
our country, in their path towards 
adaptation. 

In my several visits to Palestine, I 
grew to admire a people who struggle 
daily to remain in their own land. I 
understood the importance of the 
diaspora's continued assistance 
to the leadership of the Chilean-
Palestinian community's cultural 
and communications team, which 
is responsible for disseminating 
and providing information on 
Palestinian culture and identity, and for 
denouncing the dramatic situation that 
the Palestinian people are currently 
experiencing.
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t was 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 27, 2020, in Chile. 
Despite the coronavirus pandemic, with its restrictions, 
lockdowns, and depressing news, families of Palestinian 
descent sat eagerly in front of their televisions, ready for 
the launch of a long-awaited weekly program: ”Palestinian 
Land”. 

With Elizabeth Kassis as their humble yet passionate host, they 
traveled virtually to the land of their ancestors, walking the streets, 
visiting holy places, and meeting friendly, hospitable people. They 
delighted their virtual palate with Palestinian gastronomy, got to 
know artisans, and saw both ancestral and very modern industries 
- a kaleidoscope of images that is part of their genetic culture. The 
project, designed to promote tourism in Palestine, was carried out in 
cooperation with the municipality of Bethlehem.

To Elizabeth, Palestine is much more than a television show; it is the 
land of her ancestors - her land. And this was not her first project in 
her land. 

The following year, Elizabeth traveled to Palestine to introduce the 
concept of hippotherapy, a powerful healing method with horses, so 
that in the not too distant future, she could work with the Palestinian 
and Chilean governments to implement the first hippotherapy center in 
Palestine. What helped explain this project was the Chilean film “Artax, 
A New Beginning” which was screened at the Palestinian Film Festival, 
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and for which Elizabeth was executive 
producer. It tells the story of a resilient 
woman, her son with Asperger’s syndrome, 
and her healing relationship with horses.

But her time in Palestine was far from over. 
In 2019, after having bought part of their 
ancestors’ house on Star Street in Bethlehem 
in 2016, her family bought the second part of 
the family house and, with Elizabeth leading 
the project, decided to transform it into a 
small, high-end guesthouse, to be opened 
soon. Renowned Palestinian chef Fadi Kattan, 
who understands and shares the vision of 
his friend Elly - as Elizabeth is known to her 
friends - will be contributing to this project. 

Furthermore, Elizabeth founded the band 
Diaspora Trio with Victor Mahana. The 
group rescues and remasters the old 
songs that arrived in Chile with the first 
Palestinian immigrants, at the beginning of 
the twentieth century. Having collected them 
in several albums, they performed them in 
three concerts in Palestine, together with 
the talented musicians of the Edward Said 
Conservatory, and subsequently in more than 
a dozen informal concerts in streets, schools, 
and refugee camps, thus “returning” this 
music to Palestine.

In Chile, Elizabeth hosts television programs 
about horses, the countryside, and Chilean 
traditions - another of her passions. She 
runs her family horse farm where she breeds 
Chilean, Arabian, and Friesian horses, 
and was the first female director of the 
Association of Chilean Horse Breeders. She 
is on the boards of directors of her family’s 
companies as well as of the Arabic School of 
Santiago. She gives motivational speeches 
to various institutions in Chile and is also an 
artist, focusing on ceramics. 

However, her main - and most favorite - 
activity is being the mother of her ten-year-
old twins, Octavio and Augusto; wife of Juan 
Ignacio Izurieta; and stepmother of Josefina, 
Agustín, and Victoria, who, even though are 
not Palestinians by blood, they still feel a 
strong connection to that magical land.
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abriela Salvador is a third-generation Chilean 
Palestinian. Her grandfather Amador was born in 
Chile in 1910, three months after his parents arrived 
in the country with a prayer book in their hands. As is 
customary in Orthodox-Catholic families, they prayed 
every night for the best to come.

Twenty years later, Amador became a businessman. His son - Gabriela’s 
father, Gabriel - followed in his steps, not only at work but also spiritually, 
founding the first Spanish-speaking Orthodox-Catholic church in 
Santiago. With this background, Gabriela followed the path of becoming 
a successful business woman, while never forgetting her Palestinian 
roots and Orthodox-Catholic religion. 

Gabriela Salvador studied business and administration at the University 
of Chile, graduating with honors in 1991. Early on in her career in the 
financial world, she was recognized as a risk-taker who focused on 
creating high-performing teams. This resulted in her taking charge of 
more than twenty-five different divisions, thus gaining knowledge of most 
areas of the banking industry. But doing so also made her realize that 
most areas were led by men.

Some years later, she co-founded a boutique business named VanTrust 
Capital, with her husband, Patricio Nazal, a recognized businessman who 
is also of Palestinian descent. 

In Chile, she is considered a prominent woman, who advocates for 
a commitment to the ESG and the United Nations' 17 Sustainable 
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Development Goals* as a condition for 
investment. In 2021 she was recognized 
as one of the hundred most influential 
women in Chile and a leader in the 
national rankings organized by the 
newspaper El Mercurio.

In recent years, she has given many 
interviews, on different platforms, to talk 
about issues such as the importance 
of women in the financial system, the 
importance of micro-medium-sized 
enterprises, as well as contemporary 
matters. She was the first woman to 
assume the position of Director of the 
Camara Chilena Árabe de Comercio 
(Chilean-Arab Chamber of Commerce), 
as well as the first woman columnist 
in the areas of finance and investment, 
for the leading business newspaper in 
Chile, La Segunda. In her column, she 
writes about the importance and benefit 
of making impact investments, which 
are now the center of the public funds 
offered by VanTrust Capital. 
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She also founded the organization 
ChileConverge and Red América 
Conecta, both of which focus on 
providing tools and mentorships to 
entrepreneurs. She is a member of 
different boards of directors, such 
as GSG, Mujer Impacta, Social 
Entrepreneur, and is committed to giving 
tools to people, like entrepreneurs, 
to believe in themselves so that they 
can achieve their maximum potential. 
Today one of her main interests is 
bringing drinking water to rural places 
that lack access to it, and working with 
indigenous entrepreneurs focused on 
their ancestral culture, providing them 
with the tools to make their businesses 
profitable.

Gabriela has three children: Sofía (26) 
is a journalist, Fernanda (22) is studying 
finance engineering, and the youngest, 
Domingo, is a junior in high school.

Her brother is an Orthodox priest in 

Being recognized as a leader, she has 
participated in national and international 
forums, representing leading women in 
finance and the importance for private 
and public companies to contribute to 
the development of a sustainable and 
inclusive world for all. 

Santiago, and she used to be a catechist 
and a member of the church chorus. For 
Gabriela, being a Palestinian in Chile is 
a valuable trait that she is proud of and 
tries to promote everywhere she goes.

* Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) investing is a set of standards for a company's behavior. 
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals were agreed upon by the UN as a means of solving economic, 
social, and environmental challenges by 2030.

Gabriela Salvador with her father, Gabriel Salvador, her mother 
Michelle Broussaingaray, her children, niece and nephews.
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arcela Zedan is the Director of the Eugenio 
Chahuán Center for Arab Studies at the University 
of Chile, the oldest and most important university 
in Chile. The Center was established in 1965 and 
is the only research institution of its kind in Latin 
America. It was recognized by the Belén 2000 
Foundation (Bethlehem 2000 Foundation) as the 

most important institution for the dissemination of Arab culture in Chile.

Marcela was born in Santiago, Chile, but grew up in a cultural 
environment that followed the language, cuisine, and customs of 
Palestine. Her father, Nicolás Zedan, was a Palestinian immigrant 
who came to Chile from Beit Jala at a very young age, in the 1920s. 
Her mother, Lidia Lolas, was also of Palestinian origin from Beit 
Jala. Marcela created her own family with Eugenio Chahuán, also 
of Palestinian descent. They had three children together: Eugenio, 
Marcela, and Felipe.

Marcela has been interested in the language and history of her 
ancestors since childhood. She consequently oriented her studies 
toward the Arab world. She holds a degree in philosophy, with a major 
in Arabic language, from the University of Chile. In 1979 she was 
granted a scholarship by the Ministry of Higher Education of Egypt to 
pursue postgraduate studies at Ain Shams University in Cairo. She has 
co-authored Arabic language books for Spanish speakers, and is the 
author of Poetry Anthology of Modern Egypt.

Marcela Zedan
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Marcela has devoted her life to 
research and the teaching of Arabic 
culture, history, and language - an 
interest  she shared with her husband. 
Eugenio passed away in 2019 and, in 
recognition of his exceptional work and 
influence in Arab studies, the Center for 
Arab Studies at the University of Chile 
adopted his name. 

As professor and director of the 
Center for Arab Studies, Marcela has 
organized and participated in countless 
courses, seminars, and activities 
related to culture, history, philosophy, 
poetry, cinema, and art in the Arab 
world and, in particular, in Palestine. In 
addition, she has trained generations 
of students in the Arabic language, 
becoming a cultural reference for Arab 
studies in Spain and in Latin America. 
Indeed, in 2005, the Rector of the 
University of Chile awarded Marcela the 
Valentín Letelier medal which is given 
to professors of outstanding academic 

merit. Furthermore, in 2011 she 
received an award for her forty years of 
dedicated and recognized work.  

Marcela is also part of Academics 
for Palestine, an organization that 
brings together several professors, 
in solidarity with the rights of the 
Palestinian people.

Marcela, her husband Eugenio Chahuan, and their 
children, Marcela, Felipe y Eugenio, in Beit Jala, in 2012
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 am a Chilean of Palestinian origin on my father's side and 
Syrian on my mother's side. I grew up in a home where 
those origins were identity signs of both an "Arabness" 
that we proudly defended against racist behavior, and 
of a "Palestinianness" that gave political meaning to and 
permeated our childhood. We grew up with the feeling 
of injustice when confronted with the dispossession and 

occupation of our ancestors' territories.

That feeling, those impressions have been present in my academic 
and professional life. Perhaps for that reason, when I was living in 
exile after the coup d'état that overthrew President Allende in 1973, I 
returned to Chile as soon as I could so as not to reenact the story of my 
grandparents, who died far from the land of their birth.

Regarding my career, I have always thought of "a successful woman" as 
someone who works hard, with conviction and commitment to what she 
does. And that is not always subject to public recognition. 

I am a journalist, writer, and a member of the academic staff at the 
University of Chile. I was distinguished with the "National Journalism 
Award,” the highest award granted by the Republic of Chile to those 
who have contributed to the country and to training the new generations. 
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I was also distinguished with the 
"Amanda Labarca Merit Decoration," 
awarded by the University of Chile to 
academics who have performed "with 
exceptional excellence in the field of 
their profession, in the field of culture, 
or in the service to the country." I also 
received the "Elena Caffarena" award, 
presented by the Region of Magallanes 
and Chilean Antarctica on International 
Women's Day. Both Elena Caffarena 
and Amanda Labarca were women who 
have marked the history of Chile on 
account of their struggles for women's 
rights and women's suffrage. 

I have founded and directed several 
cultural magazines, authored nearly 
a dozen books, some of which have 
received awards. I served as vice-
rector of the University of Chile, 
where I currently hold a tenured full 
professorship. I was appointed by the 
president of the Republic as president 
of the National Television Council - an 
autonomous state body that oversees 
the proper functioning of Chilean 
television.

As I write these notes, I receive the 
news that the Ramallah-based Lady of 
the Earth Foundation has distinguished 
me as Woman of the Year 2022. I am 
told that it is for my commitment to the 
Palestinian cause, and that at an award 
ceremony to be held in that beautiful city 
on November 15, an olive tree bearing 
my name will be planted in Jerusalem. 

I feel moved and honored by this 
acknowledgment. As I receive it, I think 
of my ancestors, of my children, Sergio 
and Alia, and of those who are resisting 
and fighting the occupation. Above 
all, I think of my colleague Shireen 
Abu Akleh, the Al-Jazeera journalist 
murdered by the Israeli army, to whom 
I dedicate this award, six months after 
her killing. 

SCAN 
TO SHARE


