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Tina Basem

The world we have created poses enormous challenges for our youth. At 
the same time, we have developed technology that allows for innumerable 
opportunities to create change. Youth are at the forefront of instrumentalizing 
and applying this technology to advance its inherent possibilities. This issue of 
This Week in Palestine highlights how young Palestinians are living up to the 
challenges they face, engaging both on their own initiative and supported by 
various local and international organizations. They tackle a wide range of social 
and environmental issues, help improve services and develop the economy, and 
encourage entrepreneurship among their peers, overcoming the many obstacles 
they face while living under difficult circumstances. 

TWiP wishes to thank UNDP for its financial support of this issue! Our thanks 
also go to the authors this month: Abeer Al Yazji, a civic engagement and 
economic empowerment specialist who manages UNDP programs in Gaza; 
Nasim Kullab, an environmental engineer who currently manages the Gaza 
branch of Al-Nayzak Organization and Ahmed Mortaja, a psychologist and active 
community leader; the members of the Youth Advisory Panel under the leadership 
of United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); the International Committee of the 
Red Cross; seventeen-year-old Griffin Abdo who has raised tens of thousands 
of dollars to support Gazans; Dr. Yara Dahdal, the projects manager at Nature 
Palestine Society; Suhail Khoury, the general director of the Edward Said 
National Conservatory of Music; Bader Asalwa, a virtual and augmented reality 
developer, consultant, and trainer; Dawoud Zahran, the founder of MISSION and 
an Oxford University alumnus; Fawaz Samara, the co-founder and CEO of Nabeeh 
platform; Ali Dreidi, a financial and investment professional; Bader Alzaharna, 
the INSPIRE22 Youth Teams Leader in Gaza; Hamzeh Ghosheh, the founder and 
CEO of Naviatx; Jehan Helou, an executive committee member of the International 
Board on Books for Young People (IBBY); Masa Sabbah, the founder of Om Safa, 
an online system that supports a sustainable lifestyle; Mai Obaid, a developer 
who works with UNRWA at UNICC; Samah Ramadan, a program assistant at 
Mercy Corps, Gaza Sky Geek’s Freelancing Academy; Enas Al Matour, a computer 
science graduate who has embarked on a career of freelancing technology advice; 
and Lour Dahleh, a tenth-grade student activist for women’s rights.

Our Historical Personalities of the Month are the Gazan educators Shafik and 
Wadi’ Tarazi, our two Books of the Month are Nine Quarters of Jerusalem and 
The Cobblestones of Jerusalem. The Artist of the Month is the ensemble Banat 
al-Quds (Daughters of Jerusalem). Where to Go takes you to The Youth Village 
near Kufr Ni’meh. Enjoy the events of this month, among which are quite a few 
concerts by Al Kamandjati music school students.

From the entire team at TWiP, we wish a blessed month of Ramadan and a happy 
Easter to all who are celebrating these occasions. We also hope that our next 
issue will come out in a more peaceful world! 

Sincerely,
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Civic 
Engagement for 
Development

ducation is the powerhouse of a nation – 
leading to stability, peace, and prosperity 
for its citizens. However, it is essential to 
have quality education that is relevant, 
modern, and broad. Education is a 
lifelong endeavor of learning and adapting 
to changes in theories, practices, and 

technologies. It should be instilled in students so that they 
realize, appreciate, and embrace changes rather than resist 
them. This is their guarantee for lifelong relevance of skills 
and employability.

In the Gaza context, as in any area in crisis, access to 
educational resources is severely restricted. It is well-known 
that this can leave a whole generation of children and young 
adults without education. If and when a region does recover, 
there remains a dire void of qualified individuals who could 
take the lead in rebuilding the country. For this reason, there is 
a desperate need for qualified individuals with civic leadership 
abilities. 

“To build a cadre of educated and trained leaders who are 
civic-minded, intellectually able, and professionally skilled to 

Inspirational Youth

By Abeer Al Yazji

become the community, business, 
and national civic leaders of the 
future” is the vision of Al Fakhoora 
Scholarship and Empowerment 
Programme, which began in 
2009. UNDP and its partners, with 
funds from Education Above All 
Foundation, have envisioned this 
long-term comprehensive program 
that links the provision of more than 
1,000 educational scholarships for 
post-secondary students to other 
supporting interventions such as 
civic leadership opportunities, 
student services, internships, career 
guidance, academic advising, and 
various personal and professional 
development opportunities. The 
interventions aim to fill the gap 
between academic programs and 
the skills required by the national and 
international labor markets. Since 
the establishment of the program, a 
civic engagement component was 
developed to reinforce the skills of the 
youth. 

In highly volatile crisis environments, 
securing an adequate education is 
extremely challenging or sometimes 
impossible. In Gaza, however, and 
despite the waves of instability, 
there is potential to expand access 
to quality higher education, and 
therefore it is possible to provide 
quality and relevant education to 
youth. It has also become apparent 
that a specialized or custom-built 
curriculum is required for Gaza youth.

A Comprehensive Modality for
Building Ins pirational
Civic-Minded Youth

Alef Multimedia, Inspire 2022. © UNDP/PAPP.
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“I was amazed by the youth's efforts 
to change something about their lives 
and the lives of their communities, 
and I was motivated but did not have 
the network or ability to go and look 
for volunteering opportunities. Al 
Fakhoora was the first step towards 
achieving my aspiration,” said Fidaa 
Ali. The civic engagement component 
is a multi-stage training program 
designed to empower scholars 
to become highly skilled civic 
leaders who are fully prepared and 
empowered to engage productively 
and make meaningful contributions 
to their communities and beyond. 
The program offers a broad range of 
skill-development opportunities, and 
the approach involves a variety of 
experiences. Scholars learn and apply 
new skills, and in so doing, develop 
their character and capacity as 

self-advocates and civic leaders. The 
curriculum design developed through 
Al Fakhoora Programme is unique 
in many ways compared to other 
programs; for example, it captures 
four main categories of student 
learning: academic skills; student 
learning outcomes (SLOs) and global 
achievement gap (GAG) skills; social-
emotional learning spheres (SEL); 
and professional development skills 
(PDS). 

During the selection phase, Al 
Fakhoora identifies youth who 
are willing and able to maximize 
the opportunities provided by 
the program. This ensures that 
program beneficiaries are not just 
recipients of assistance but are in 
their turn supporting their peers and 
communities, adopting positive action 
and ethical behavior. In addition, 

throughout the program, the scholars 
go through different stages of training, 
starting from fundamental skills 
and qualities of civic leadership, 
art of dialogue and facilitation, and 
activating civic leadership to shaping 
communities, student clubs, and 
organizing the Inspire Conference.

Most of the curriculum is originally 
designed and developed to be a 
youth-centric program that utilizes 
best national and international 
practices. Trial and error techniques, 
evidence-based teaching and learning 
methods that are equally balanced 
between theory and practice. In 
addition, a parallel technique was 
used to develop the content in which 
iterative and incremental modification/
revisions were done in parallel and 
continuously through meetings, 
discussions, and content piloting. 
On the other hand, the delivery of 
the curriculum ensures a careful 

selection of trainers who receive 
comprehensive training on how 
to deliver the content and monitor 
the progress of the participants. 
The flexible design responds to the 
realities on the ground. Continuous 
feedback is collected from the 
participants and considered in the 
designed interventions.  

“A life-changing experience is how I 
can describe my inspirational journey 
with the civic engagement program. 
After I lost my father in the 2014 
hostilities, I lost hope, passion, and 
the willingness to succeed. Through 
the implemented activities, I could 
regain my energy and enhance my 
skills. Now I share my experience 
with others through different 
platforms and events. I also work as 
an academic advisor helping youth 
to overcome their circumstances and 
succeed in their academic journeys,” 
said Athar Ahmed, a scholar of the Al 

Inspirational Youth

Husam Salem, Fundamental Skills and Qualities of Civic Leadership, 2017. © UNDP/PAPP.

Alef Multimedia, Inspire 2022. 
© UNDP/PAPP.

Alef Multimedia, Qatar Connection 
Platform Activity, 2021. 
© UNDP/PAPP.
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Fakhoora Programme. The modality 
has been replicated with refugees 
in Turkey, Jordan, Palestine, Qatar, 
and Lebanon. Furthermore, some 
scholars have been selected to join 
international conferences to share 
their experiences and inspire other 
youth around the globe. This includes 
leading and facilitating sessions as 
part of the WISE Summit and the 
Generation Amazing Festival (GA). 
Additionally, one scholar has been 
selected as the GA ambassador in 
Palestine. 

It has been a challenge to ensure the 
cohesion of all scholars regardless 
of their gender, background, 
and health status. Through the 
implementation process, we have 
seen cases where some of the 
female scholars were forbidden 
by their families to engage in the 
activities since they do not believe 
in the program’s impact or they 
object because of cultural reasons. 
Through careful interventions and 
direct communication, the perception 
of families was positively changed 

as they could recognize the positive 
impact not only on the alumni 
themselves but also on the family.  

By providing a glimpse of hope as 
well as an opportunity and a gateway, 
these vulnerable individuals can 
be nurtured to become peaceful, 
responsible, and prosperous 
members of society. With this in 
mind, the program was conceived 
to provide a “golden key,” for 
marginalized individuals within our 
society. 

Abeer Al Yazji is a civic engagement 
and economic empowerment 
specialist. She is the Leadership, 
Advocacy and Economic 
Empowerment Programme 
Coordinator in Gaza with UNDP. 
She has more than eleven years 
of experience working with 
both Palestinian and American 
organizations. Ms. Al Yazji is a 
Fulbright Scholarship Alumna who 
received her MBA in entrepreneurship 
in the United States.

Inspirational Youth

SCAN 
TO SHARE

Alef Multimedia, Inspire 2022. © UNDP/PAPP.

Alef Multimedia, Qatar Connection Platform Activity, 2021. © UNDP/PAPP.
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From
Confusion
to Clarity

By Nasim Kullab
and Ahmed Mortaja

Preparing for Uncertain Futures

e know that young people, such as university students 
and fresh graduates, rarely attend conferences and 
participate in only a few activities. This has led to 
shrinking civic spaces for youth in Palestinian society. 
However, INSPIRE has always seen the potential in 
youth to be the masterminds of and dynamic actors 
in successful activities, community initiatives, and 
high-quality conferences. Since 2019, the INSPIRE 

conferences have been led and engineered by hardworking youth from Al 
Fakhoora Scholarship and Empowerment Programme and their peers from 
the local community. The themes, topics, and activities of these INSPIRE 
gatherings have all been designed, planned, and implemented by civic-minded 
youth.

The activities of the conferences focus on building upon the civic engagement 
skills that Al Fakhoora Scholars have acquired, empowering youth towards 
positive change and playing an impactful role in their communities, and 
developing their soft skills. INSPIRE is also a stimulating environment in which 
Al Fakhoora scholars can share knowledge, experiences, and skills with other 
active, participating peers from the local community. 

“The INSPIRE’22 Conference created 
an interactive space for everyone to 
share ideas, overcome fears, and 
look for a prosperous future,” notes 
Lina Siam. INSPIRE’22 aimed to 
inspire civic-minded citizens and 
individuals who foster a “give back” 
attitude and those who actively seek 
to act in the broader interests of their 
communities and inspire others to 
act beyond through their actions. 

INSPIRE’22 activities included a 
series of inspiring hybrid events 
that were attended by thousands 
of participants from Palestine and 
the MENA region. This version of 
INSPIRE stood out from previous 
versions, as it exemplified a results-
centric event and a space for youth 
to engage with a wide-ranging 
network of national and international 
professionals, academics, and 

The INSPIRE’22 topics chosen by youth included:

Higher Education: An Engine for Development or a Decorative 
Step?

Who’s Hired? Certificates or Skills-Based Employees? 

Entrepreneurship Aura: Between New Horizons and Missing Links

Cryptocurrencies: How Does Palestinian Society Address This 
Global Trend?

What Matters More: Psychological and Mental Safety or 
Productivity in a Workplace?

Inspirational Youth

Young INSPIRE'22 volunteers explaining the “We Are the Solution” interactive game to guests. 
The game focuses on the seven survival skills and five socio-emotional spheres. 
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experts. The theme of INSPIRE’22 
arose in a post-pandemic world in 
which the certainty and stability of 
our futures have become equivocal. 

The leading youth committee 
came up with the INSPIRE’22 
theme “From Confusion to Clarity: 
Preparing for Uncertain Futures.” 
Youth also designed five INSPIRE’22 
focus areas, namely, education, 
employment, innovation, technology, 
and mental health. We live in an 
environment of ambiguity where 
most of the time we need to choose 
among available options. Within 
this context, the youth decided that 
INSPIRE’22 should reflect this fact 
and ask, “What matters more?” 
Youth engaged in discussions on 
each of the chosen areas, which 
eventually resulted in the topics 
outlined below. 

These topics matched the needs 
assessment of the local context. 
Hundreds of graduates remain 
confused on whether to take the 
step of pursuing higher education 
degrees, whereas others question 

the new employment criteria that 
have emerged since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thousands of young, passionate 
graduates and students are still 
unaware of the challenges and 
opportunities that entrepreneurship 
has in store. Many tech companies 
and amateurs are still unsure about 
cryptocurrencies as a global trend, 
and employees are concerned that 
employers do not consider mental 
health in the workplace. Although 
these issues may seem challenging, 
they are interesting areas of 
research for thoughtful youth. 
Thus, all pre-conference activities, 
including film screenings, policy-
paper development, roundtable 
discussions, capacity-building 
training courses, and inspirational 
webinars have triggered constructive 
discussions between the youth and 
experts. Moreover, the activities 
relied on the questions of how and 
what inspires people’s minds and 
hearts and how inspiration can be 
translated into action. 

To organize INSPIRE’22, Al Nayzak 
called upon active youth to become 
the leading team for the event, and 
three youth committees were formed 
to liaise in teams, share ideas, and 
inspire each other. Not only did the 
teams find space to deepen their 
critical-thinking and problem-solving 
skills, but they also received special 
capacity-building training entitled 
“Power to Inspire” that supported 
them and refined their skills in three 
specific areas: panel discussion 
facilitation, conference organizing 
and management, and social media 
and marketing skills. 

communities and that they should 
be given the chance to participate 
actively in their societies. The 
teams, which consisted of more 
than 50 volunteers, also assisted 
researchers in producing five policy 
papers on the targeted topics. The 
results of these papers led to policy 
recommendations and alternatives 
to the intractable issues encountered 
in Palestinian society. With the 
hope that these recommendations 
would be taken into consideration 
by policymakers, they were stressed 
during the conference day. 

“Every one of us has a success 
story that becomes visible to all 
when we work together,” explained 
Zayed Al Akkad, from the Social 
Media Youth Committee. Al Nayzak 
believes that youth themselves 
are the driving force for positive 
change in local and international 

Thousands of youth, organizations, 
academics, professionals, and 
employers applied to attend the 
hybrid conference day. Due to 
our commitment to the COVID-19 
precautionary measures, only 600 
individuals were invited to attend the 
conference in person, whereas over 

Inspirational Youth

The SDGs Game Corner in the Inspirational Road of the conference. Young INSPIRE'22 
volunteers explain to the guests how the game works.

A young INSPIRE'22 volunteer explaining to guests the Q&A game that focuses on the five 
areas of the conference.
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a thousand attendees joined virtually. 
INSPIRE’22 also attracted around 
40 national and international experts 
as speakers in different activities 
that were conducted in response 
to the questions arising from the 
conference topics. These activities 
shed light on lessons learned from 
entrepreneurs, success stories, 
necessary pillars of education, 
the significance of mental stability 
for productivity in workplaces, the 
perspectives of youth regarding 
academic qualifications and skills 
when it comes to employment, 
and the views of experts on higher 
education and development. 

In addition, the conference included 
an inspirational component that 
brought together artists and 
photographers in an art-oriented 
corner, entrepreneurs from the 

Gaza Strip that have pitched their 
innovative small businesses, 
inspirational games such as the 
SDGs game that taught the attendees 
about the Sustainable Development 
Goals of 2030, the mental health 
game that guided everyone through 
a meditation exercise, and the 
“We Are the Solution” game that 
presented the seven survival skills 
and five socio-emotional spheres, 
among other interactive games. As 
part of this inspirational component, 
educational advisers and a number 
of successful young people were 
invited to participate.

Al Nayzak Organization for 
Supportive Education and Scientific 
Innovation, in partnership with 
the United Nations Development 
Programme/Programme of 
Assistance to the Palestinian 

People (UNDP/PAPP), and with the support of Al Fakhoora 
Scholarship and Empowerment Programme, a program 
of the Education Above All Foundation (EAA) – Qatar, has 
successfully created a space for young people to innovatively 
think, lead, and act.

All article photos courtesy of Al-Nayzak Organization.

Nasim Kullab, an environmental engineer, is currently the 
manager of Al-Nayzak Organization – Gaza branch office. He 
has ten years of experience working with NGOs in supportive 
education and scientific innovation. 

Ahmed Mortaja, a psychologist who works as a program 
assistant at Al Nayzak Organization, is an active community 
leader. He has trained over 300 adolescents and youth on 
capacity-building and civic-empowerment aspects.

SCAN 
TO SHARE

Inspirational Youth

Over a hundred attendees at the Mental Health Panel Discussion, which 
hosted local and regional speakers in the main conference h

Guests playing the "We Are Not the Solution" game in the Inspirational Road of 
INSPIRE'22 and a youth volunteer and other guests looking on.
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hile there is an increase in the challenges that face 
young people globally, such as environmental pollution 
and unemployment, Palestinian youth face multiple 
challenges combined with the sensitive political 
and humanitarian situation, which impedes general 
progress, especially at the social, economic, and 
political levels. As Palestinian youth account for 22 

percent of the Palestinian population, these young people will be the leaders 
and service providers of the next generation. 

Across the globe, youth are integrated in decision- and policy-making 
processes, which makes it possible for youth representatives to voice their 
concerns, propose initiatives, and analyze policies that target youth. Therefore, 
the European Union, the United Nations, the Representative Office of Denmark, 
and other key stakeholders have supported the establishment of the Youth 
Advisory Panel (YAP) in Palestine.

The 19 young people who form 
YAP come from a variety of 
backgrounds and distinguished 
experience and are from various 
locations – eight members from 
the West Bank, two from East 
Jerusalem, and nine from Gaza. 
They came together to break 
the political and geographical 
division and to unify Palestinian 
youth across the country.

With a motto of “Youth for All, All 
for Youth,” YAP’s main mission 

Inspirational Youth

By the members 
of the Youth Advisory 
Panel, under the 
supervision of UNFPA

First Youth 
Advisory Panel
in Palestine

is to strive to ensure that the voices 
of Palestinian youth are heard in 
the decision-making processes 
that affect them. YAP members will 
focus on reaching Palestinian youth 
across Palestine to create a network 
among the Palestinian youth and 
to analyze their needs. Moreover, 
they will also be consulted by donor 
organizations before and during the 
implementation of programs and will 
focus on promoting civic services. 
Since October 2021, YAP members 
have been consulted on strategic 
plans and future programs for youth 
by donor organizations. Furthermore, 
YAP members participate in intensive 
trainings on Palestinian identity, 
diplomacy, and the impact of politics 
on the social and economic aspects 
of Palestine. These capacity-building 
workshops will equip YAP members 
with a well-rounded knowledge of 
the prime issues that face Palestinian 
youth while also developing their 
interpersonal and technical skills.

In February of this year, YAP 
members from Gaza were able to 
join their fellow team members in the 
West Bank for a capacity-building 
group training. It was the first time 

that many of the YAP members from 
Gaza were able to visit the West 
Bank. “None of us believed that we 
would ever come here. Usually the 
only reason that people from Gaza 
are able to visit the West Bank is 
if they are dying and are fortunate 
enough to get a medical permit,” 
one of them states. The visit and 
in-person group training was a mark 
of unity and hope.

With the surge in unemployment, 
environmental pollution, human 
rights violations, an increase in the 
number of persons with disabilities 
and their limited inclusion, as well 
as so many other core problems, 
we members of YAP are prepared to 
combine our love for Palestine with 
our passion for change in order to 
improve the Palestinian community. 
“Youth for All, All for Youth” is truly 
the chant all Palestinians should be 
able to hear and feel, and we pledge 
to work towards making it a reality.

YAP’s first in-person meeting in the West Bank.

The YAP members from Gaza on their first visit to the West Bank.

SCAN 
TO SHARE
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From Zero
Cost to Zero
Waste 
Creative Palestinian Women 
Help Save the Environment

Courtesy of the International
Committee of the Red Cross

he humanitarian challenges that people face around the 
world are already being exacerbated by what is likely 
to be the defining challenge of the twenty-first century: 
climate change. The crisis has the potential to transform 
many aspects of our lives. Sadly, those who are already 
most vulnerable will be hit the hardest. 

Inspirational Youth

The ICRC is working to support 
populations coping with the dual 
shock of climate change and 
conflict. On International Women’s 
Day this year, the ICRC in Israel 
and the Occupied Territories (ILOT), 
together with The Child Care Society 
(CCS) in Ramallah, highlighted 
stories of Palestinian women who 
care about the environment and 
want to help save it by reducing their 
domestic waste. 

To help them achieve this goal, 
we sought trainers experienced in 
recycling and reusing household 
waste. The trainers held several 
workshops for women across the 
West Bank and mentored them over 

The women learned a new way to repurpose plastic grocery bags. Usually, they would use them for trash 
bins, but they realized that they could be even more creative! They learned how to cut and twist plastic 
bags to create ropes, which can then be braided into kitchen placemats.

Instead of throwing out glass bottles and plastic 
containers, the women learned how to turn 
them into decorative vases, using leftover ropes, 
eggshells, and paint.
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Inspirational Youth

two months to help them gain the knowledge and skills they need to turn 
domestic waste into products that can be sold in the market. They learned 
how everything from plastic bags to old wires, glass bottles, old clothes, 
soap-bar pieces, and even used frying oil can be given new life by applying a 
little ingenuity. Um Mufeed from Qaryut Village in Nablus says, “I didn’t have 
any idea about recycling and reusing. After participating in the workshops, I 

gained many skills to turn household 
waste into useful products. For 
example, I reused old clothes and 
created floor mats and hairbands for 
my girls.” 

Later this month, the participants 
got the chance to promote their 
sustainable products in a public 
exhibition in Ramallah. “Repurposing 
waste is good for the environment. 
With a little bit of creativity, we 
can make use of things that are no 
longer needed in the house instead 
of throwing them out. Also, we can 
increase our income if we manage 
to sell the new products,” says Um 
Rif’at from Qaryut.

The project is called “From Zero 
Cost to Zero Waste” and aims to 
raise awareness on how to help 
save the environment by repurposing 
domestic waste. It also helps 
women in affected areas boost 
their income by selling products 
created with minimal cost. “I want 
to use the techniques I learned in the 
workshops to minimize the expenses 
of my flower arrangement project. I 
think this will help me offer cheaper 
products to my customers and will 
add a unique touch to my business,” 
says Jalilah from Sinjil Village in 
Ramallah Governorate.

Using old electrical wires and 
beads from broken necklaces, 
the women were able to create 
new colorful accessories ready 
to be sold in the market! 

The women had a lot of worn-
out scarves and clothes. So, 
we helped them turn them into 
decorative cushions, blankets, 
oven mitts, pencil cases, dolls, 
and more. 

The women learned that they could repurpose 
frying oil to produce soap bars. They mixed used 
frying oil with sodium hydroxide solution and 
poured the mixture into silicone molds. After a 
period of six weeks, the women will have new, 
fresh, and aromatic soap bars.

SCAN 
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Greenhouses
For Gaza

dentity is everything to me. It informs my writing, my 
worldview, and how the world sees me. I’m blessed to have a 
rich and diverse ethnic identity with lineages in both Vietnam 
and Palestine, two places I hold extremely close to my heart. 
I live in Washington, DC and am very fortunate to have had 
a Vietnamese upbringing. Just before the fall of Saigon, my 
mother’s family took refuge in America, settling in Northern 
Virginia, where they remain to this day. Naturally, Vietnamese 

culture, people, traditions, 
and cuisine have shaped 
my childhood. I’ve even had 
the privilege of visiting my 
mother’s homeland.

Unfortunately, I can’t 
say the same about my 
Palestinian side. 

When I was younger, I 
never really understood 
why. Perhaps it was 
because my Palestinian 

Inspirational Youth

By Griffin Abdo

Connecting to My Pales tinian
Roots through Gardening
and Philanthropy

Griffin doing gardening work with the Audubon Society.

grandfather lived over 300 miles 
away. Maybe it was because the 
rest of my Palestinian family was 
scattered even further around the 
world. Or maybe it had to do with 
the consequential erasure caused by 
ethnic cleansing that has been going 
on since the Nakba. 

I never understood why we never 
visited Palestine or why I could never 
even find Palestine on a map. I never 
understood why the news would 
make my father so upset sometimes. 
Whenever I’d ask, he’d always reply, 
“I’ll explain when you’re older.”

The ambiguity only fueled my 
yearning for connection. 

As I’ve grown and learned of 
Palestine’s history and current 
circumstances, I’ve developed 
nothing but pride in my Palestinian 
identity and deep empathy for those 
living under occupation – which 
inspired me to take action. My father 
has been a long-time contributor to 
a DC nonprofit organization called 
Anera (American Near East Refugee 
Aid), whose primary mission is 
to aid vulnerable communities in 
Palestine, Lebanon, and Jordan. I 
connected with Anera’s president 
and CEO, Mr. Sean Carroll, with a 
desire to aid Palestine in alleviating 
its food insecurities. If I wanted to, 
I could walk into my kitchen right 
now to find a fridge stocked full of 
beautiful food. It sickens me to know 
that not every Palestinian can say 
the same. 

We all deserve access 
to fresh and healthy 
food, no matter the 
circumstances.
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During the summer of 2020, I read 
that the Israeli government had 
further limited Palestinian access to 
the sea for fishing, which motivated 
me to think of creating a fish farm in 
Gaza. I did some research and found 
that running a fish farm in Gaza 
would be not only expensive but also 
unsustainable due to unpredictable 
power cuts.

When I shared my interest in food 
security with people at Anera, they 
told me of some of their initiatives, 
including family-owned hydroponic 
greenhouses that they had built in 
Gaza. Unfortunately, there isn’t much 
room on land for Anera to construct 
such greenhouses due to Gaza’s 
high population density. However, an 
über-successful rooftop greenhouse 
atop a women’s center sparked 
our project, G4G (Greenhouses For 
Gaza). 

In November of 2020, my paternal 
grandfather passed away at the 
age of 91. In addition to being 
a Palestinian refugee, Mathhar 

Yousef Abdo was an American veteran and loyal patriot. We felt it would 
be appropriate to launch the 2020 G4G fundraising campaign in his honor. 
Through tireless outreach, we are thrilled to have raised enough to build 20 
rooftop greenhouses! To date, G4G has raised over US$98,700.

Inspired by Anera’s work in 
Gaza, I’ve been doing work 
on my end to learn about 
hydroponics and the pride one 
can derive from gardening. I 
volunteered and attended classes 
at a rooftop hydroponics center 
here in DC. I also did gardening 
work with the New York Audubon 
Society over the summer. And 
I even had a chance to intern 
at Anera to better connect with 
some of the wonderful people 
who help make G4G a reality.

Eventually, I hope to visit some 
of our greenhouses in Gaza. 
I feel most connected to my 
Vietnamese roots whenever I’m 
in Vietnam, so I hope that a visit 
to Palestine is in my future. 

To learn more about me and 
G4G, visit our website at 
greenhousesforgaza.org, and 
to learn more about Anera, visit 
anera.org.

Griffin Abdo is seventeen years 
old and lives in Washington, 
DC. The son of a Vietnamese 
mother and a half-Palestinian 
father, he is very proud of his 
ethnic identity. Griffin loves 
music, movies, and untold 
stories, plays the guitar and the 
piano, and enjoys singing as 
well.
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Griffin with his Vietnamese family.

Griffin playing chess with his Palestinian grandfather.

Mathhar Yousef Abdo, US Army, 6th Infantry Division.
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alestinian society is predominantly young. 
According to the Palestinian Central Bureau 
of Statistics, youth comprise around 30 
percent of the population, 38.1 of whom are 
adolescents aged 15 to 19 and 61.9 percent 
aged 20 to 29.i Therefore, investing in youth 
will undoubtedly lead to innovation, economic 
growth, sustainability, and prosperity. The 

unemployment rate among Palestinian youth has skyrocketed 
since the outbreak of COVID-19, reaching to 39 percent, with 
more than half of the unemployed holding scientific degrees 
(diploma or higher).ii Many readers may argue that the 
COVID era is behind us, but the global mindset has changed 
permanently and transitioned towards a greener lifestyle, also 
demanding a more skilled, locally oriented labor force.  

Beekeeping is ideal to fulfil both these trends. Unfortunately, the 
Palestinian beekeeping sector is underdeveloped. Currently, only 
around 2,000 individuals work in this field, owning about 85,000 
beehives. But there is a very high potential for growth and 
expansion: Palestinians consume around 1,000 tons of honey 
annually, with an average intake of 175 grams per capita, which 
is much lower than the global average consumption (250–300 
grams/year).iii Moreover, depending on the season, Palestinian 
beekeepers produce only around 400 tons of honey annually, 

Inspirational Youth

By Yara Dahdal

Young
Palestinian
Beekeepers

which tends to be less than half 
of what Palestinians consume per 
annum. Regretfully, the Palestinian 
market is flooded with poor-quality, 
cheap imported honey. No official 
statistics estimate the national 
production of other related bee 
products such as propolis, beeswax, 
pollen, royal jelly, bee bread, or 
venom, even though they have high 
nutritional, medicinal, and economic 
values. 

Bees are magical creatures! Not 
only do they produce one of the 
sweetest, most nourishing syrups 
in the world, not to mention other 
medicinal and nutritious bee-related 
products, they are also responsible 
for pollinating 35 percent of the 
world’s crops. Moreover, bees 
deliver one of the most familiar 
ecosystem services, as they provide 
regulating, provisioning, and cultural 
functions.iv The regulating functions 
include pollination and biodiversity 
conservation. Provisioning functions 
comprise the production of bee-
related products and sustainable 

conservation solutions. And cultural 
functions cover api-tourism and 
other related sciences. In a recent 
study, conducted between 2005 
and 2016, scientists found a 25 
percent decrease in the number of 
bee species worldwide compared 
to before 1990.v This decline, 
particularly if not halted, threatens 
food security and ecosystem 
services. 

Innovation happens when a good 
idea is entrusted to the right 
individuals, supported by the proper 
theoretical bases, and combined 
with good practices. This is the story 
of our young beekeepers. In October 
2021, eight fresh graduates from 
the Jenin and Tubas governorates, 
50 percent of whom are females, 
embarked on a journey in 
apiculture. These young beekeepers 
have academic backgrounds in 
veterinary medicine, agricultural 
engineering, and biotechnology. The 
program is implemented by Nature 
Palestine Society and funded by 
the Palestinian Affairs Unit at the 
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American embassy. It comprises 
four main stages: theoretical 
workshops, practical training, 
microfinancing, and mentoring. 

During the theoretical workshops, 
the innovative young beekeepers 
were familiarized with bees and 
their behavior, beehives and their 
components, the management of 
apiaries, the diseases and enemies 
of honeybees, the raising of queen 
bees, beehive multiplication, and the 
extraction of honey and other bee-
related products. Moreover, cross-
sectoral topics such as the effect 
of climate change on apiculture, the 
marketing of bee-related products, 
and the relevant Palestinian 
legislation that governs this vital 
sector were studied as well. The 
participants have completed their 
first practical training session that 
focused on maintaining bee colonies 
through the harsh winter seasons. 
As spring is approaching, practical 
sessions will intensify to prepare the 
participants for handling their own 
apiaries. Once the young beekeepers 

are ready, they will be given a 
few beehives each to start their 
own venture. Mentoring activities 
will accompany them throughout 
the year, providing guidance and 
recommendations for best practices.  

Introducing new beekeepers into 
the Palestinian market aims to 
reduce unemployment among 
youth, empower women, encourage 
local production and the adoption 
of a greener economy, support 
the livelihood of less fortunate 
families, and improve environmental 
ecosystem services through bee 
pollination. This will elevate the 
Palestinian socio-economic situation 
as well as Palestinian well-being and 
food security. 

The young Palestinian beekeepers 
are encouraged to further develop 
the apiculture sector in Palestine 
and increase the knowledge and 
skills they have gained, especially 
when it comes to solving modern 
problems that the area faces, such 
as urbanization and climate change. 

We have faith that the program’s 
participants will be ambassadors of 
change in the apiculture sector and 
encourage other youth to join them 
on this journey.  

The International Labour Organization 
forecasts that the green economy 
will create 24 million jobs globally by 
2030, while the Palestinian market 
needs to develop around 72,000 
new jobs annually by the same 
year.vi Consequently, there is plenty 
of room for green, innovative new 
job opportunities. So we advise all 
Palestinian youth out there: Dream 
big, dream green, invest in bees.

Dr. Yara Dahdal holds a PhD in 
water desalination and wastewater 
treatment and postdocs in both 
water contamination and science 
diplomacy. Currently the projects 
manager at Nature Palestine Society, 
she is an active member of the 
Scientific Basis Task Force at Cyprus 
Institute’s East-Mediterranean and 
Middle East Climate and Atmosphere 
Research Center. She can be reached 
at yara@naturepalestine.org.

i Press Release, “International Youth Day,” Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), August 12, 
2017, available at https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=2048; this figure must include 
youth aged 15 to 19 because they are part of the official and unofficial labor force, particularly in the 
Palestinian agriculture sector.
ii Statistics, “The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the Palestinian labour market in 2020,” PCBS, April 29, 
2021, available at https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/site/512/default.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=3979.
iii A. Borowska, “Production, consumption, and foriegn trade of honey in Poland in the years 2004 to 
2015,” Warsaw University, 2016; and A. Jha, “Natural honey: At the tip of the beehive,” Trade Promotion 
Council of India, 2020.
iv Sunil Aryal, “Ecosystem Services of Honey Bees; Regulating, Provisioning, and Cultural Functions,” 
Journal of Apiculture 35(2), 2020: 119–128. 
v Eduardo E. Zattara, “Worldwide occurrence records suggest a global decline in bee species richness,” 
One Earth 4(1), 2021: 114–123.  
vi Youssef Courbage, “Palestine 2030 Demographic Change: Opportunities for Development,” UNFPA 
Palestine, 2016.
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Participants learning to differentiate between 
colony members (queen, workers, and drones). 
Photo by: Anton Khalilieh.

The participants with Nature Palestine Society’s team 
at the end of the theoretical sessions. 

The participants with their tutor Islam Daghlas fully equipped to embark on the practical session.

Islam Daghlas explaining to the participants the 
components of a beehive. Photo by Anton Khalilieh.
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The Arabic
Orchestra

By Suhail Khoury

Seventy Musicians
Performing
Music by Palestinian
Composers

he Arabic Orchestra, established by 
The Edward Said National Conservatory 
of Music (ESNCM), is the first Arabic 
ensemble in the world with such a 
large number and specific combination 
of instruments. This creation is the 
result of thorough experimentation 

in instrument acoustics, timbre, amplitude, and other 
characteristics of traditional Arabic instruments. A new 
sound in Arabic music is born. 

This new model of a large ensemble or orchestra is an 
amplification of the traditional Arabic music ensemble, 
called the takht. The takht traditionally consisted of four 
or five musicians, one for each of the Arabic instruments 
that generally accompanied singers: the oud (Arabic lute), 
qanun (Arabic zither), kamanja (Arabic violin), ney (Arabic 
flute), and percussion instruments such as the tabla 
and/or riq. Most Arabic music has emerged from vocal 
music. In the early twentieth century, purely instrumental 
ensembles started to perform the introductions to vocal 
compositions separately from the vocal performances, 
and a kind of Arabic instrumental genre was born. Since 
the mid-twentieth century, Arabic music ensembles have 

Inspirational Youth

grown in a disproportionate manner. 
While the violins and percussion 
instruments were multiplied in 
larger ensembles, the oud, qanun, 
and ney were kept mostly as single 
instruments. The balance between 
the various instruments, and thus 
the sound of the large ensembles, 
became dominated by violins and 
percussion at the expense of the 
traditional Arabic instruments. 
Therefore, the sound of traditional 
Arabic ensembles had changed 
acoustically. With the introduction 
in the last quarter of the twentieth 
century of electronic keyboards 
that are capable of producing the 
quarter tones used in Arabic music, 
the traditional Arabic instruments 
were marginalized even more, unless 
they were amplified electronically, 
by using microphones – before 
the creation of the ESNCM Arabic 
Orchestra. 

An essential part of creating the 
orchestra was practical scientific 
research: Each instrument’s 
sound waves were measured, 
and the strength of the sound 
produced by each instrument, both 
individually and when combined 
with instruments of the same type, 
was calculated in order to determine 

The Arabic Orchestra is 
a model orchestra based 
on a groundbreaking 
study that, for the 
first time, explores 
the sounds of this 
large number and 
special combination of 
instruments. 

Seventy musicians, all from Palestine, playing the music of Palestinian composers.



34 35THIS WEEK IN PALESTINE

how many instruments of each type 
were required to ensure balance in 
the orchestra. To enable traditional 
Arabic instruments to be heard, it 
was necessary to amplify them.

The specifications of the sound that 
emanates from the ESNCM Arabic 
Orchestra and determining how 
many players of each instrument 
are needed to form an ideal balance 
make up the ongoing experiment that 
is based on the physics of sound 
and that depends on the acoustics 
of the various concert halls, as the 
conservatory seeks to develop the 
orchestra’s composition to reach the 
best results. The orchestra functions 
on the principle of a natural balance 
among the different groups of 
instruments – without amplification 
or technical interference. The 
timbre of the different instruments 
and their unique sound quality and 
pitch are taken into consideration, 
especially when compositions and 
arrangements of traditional music 
are created for this orchestra. 

Thus, the Arabic Orchestra 
specializes in playing Arabic music, 
much of which is written specifically 
for it, even as it also performs pieces 
from the rich Palestinian and Arab 
heritage that have been arranged 
for the orchestra by Palestinian 
composers and arrangers. A group 
of composers has been assigned 
to compose the music that the 
orchestra will perform in each 
new concert. The orchestra also 
searches for written works that are 
based on the Arabic maqam, and the 
arrangements of these compositions 
for the orchestra’s various groups of 
instruments tend to be based on the 
maqam rather than on Western-style 
harmony. 

The orchestra’s musicians 
rehearse and perform under the 
baton of Suhail Khoury, one of the 
co-founders of the ESNCM, who 
has served as its general director 
since 1995. The musicians are 
young Palestinians, most of them 
students, but conservatory teachers 

join in as well. Some of the music 
produced for the Arabic Orchestra 
has been composed by students, 
giving young composers the great 
opportunity to compose for large 
mixed ensembles and experiment 
with different timbres. To have their 
works performed by such a large 
and successful ensemble is an 
added value for these aspiring young 
Palestinian composers. 

The creation of the orchestra has 
provided an important platform for 
Arab musicians and students in 
Palestine. Students now have the 

chance to participate in another 
large ensemble in addition to the 
existing small Arab music groups. 
All students perform regularly in 
such ensembles as part of their 
educational program. This exposure 
enables them to work on new and 
high-quality musical productions 
while allowing them to reach the 
public in Palestine, in Arab countries, 
and throughout the world. 

The Arabic Orchestra project 
furthermore requires an integrated 
support network and therefore 
provides professional opportunities 
for others working in music: in 
addition to musicians and students 
of Arab music all over Palestine, 
it involves composers and music 
arrangers, technicians and 
professionals, including technical 
and administrative directors, sound 
and lighting technicians, designers, 
photographers, and volunteers. Many 

of these have already gained or are 
able to gain relevant experience, 
training, and qualifications.

Tareq Abboushi, a buzuq player, 
conservatory teacher, and the 
composer of the piece “Nuzha Fi Al 
Zakira” (A Copy in the Memory), is 
very happy that one of his pieces 
is part of the Arabic Orchestra’s 
current program. “This orchestra, 

Suhail Khoury, conductor of the Arabic Orchestra, at the debut concert in Birzeit’s Naseeb Shaheen Auditorium. 

Rama Badarne, a qanoun player from Kufur Yassif, 
plays solo in some musical pieces.

Inspirational Youth
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with such a large number of Arabic 
instruments, is a successful 
project,” he notes, “and I hope 
that many young composers and 
composers like me get the chance 
to compose works for it. I also hope 
that the next orchestra tour will travel 
outside of Palestine.”  

One of the arrangers of the 
compositions, 25-year-old Izzedin 
Said, helped establish the orchestra 
and has been engaged in this project 
since the time when it was just an 
idea. Thus, he arranged some of 
the compositions for the orchestra, 
aiming to deliver the best sound 
possible for this new type of Arabic 
ensemble. Izzedin is the academic 
supervisor of the ESNCM’s Ramallah 
branch and a qanun teacher who 
loves his students and has a great 
rapport with them. His enthusiasm 
and diligence have helped to bring 
this project to fruition. 

Reem Malki, a 20-year-old vocalist 
and oud player who recently 
obtained her eighth-degree diploma 
for this instrument enjoys her 

participation in the orchestra 
because she values it as a time to 
gather with her friends from other 
branches and conservatories. “Also,” 
she said, “this experience gives me 
the opportunity to play music even 
after graduation.”

While the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced the conservatory to delay the 
launching of the Arabic Orchestra, 
the extra time was utilized well for 
further preparations and for the 
commissioning of compositions 
and the arranging of pieces for the 
orchestra to perform. They were 
completed in 2020 and over the 
first few months of 2021, with 
rehearsals starting in June 2021. 
The concert tour that marked the 
launching of the orchestra took place 
in November 2021. After successful 
first concerts in Ramallah and 
Bethlehem, the orchestra performed 
also in Jerusalem, presenting one 
of the largest musical concerts 
since the beginning of 2022. It is a 
true challenge for the orchestra to 
bring together around 70 musicians 

from Jenin, Nablus, Ramallah, 
Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, and 
Jerusalem – and for everyone 
to get permission to enter 
Jerusalem. But they were able 
to enter the city and to play on 
the stage of Yabous Cultural 
Centre’s Faisal Al Husseini Hall 
in a performance that included 
a new orchestra lineup and 
new musical arrangements of 
compositions by Palestinian 
musicians. The hall was 
crowded and the audience 
enjoyed and interacted well with 
the music. 

In this debut concert tour, 
the Arabic Orchestra played 
compositions by Marcel 
Khalifa, Simon Shaheen, Yousef 
Zayed, Tamer Al Sahouri, Issa 
Boulos, Khaled Soddouq, Diaa 
Rishmawi, Tareq Abboushi, 
Ahmad Al Khatib, and Suhail 
Khoury. Almost all these 
composers are Palestinians who 
live in Palestine or abroad; they 
are well-known and experienced 
composers and musicians. 
The program also included 
traditional songs that are part 
of the Palestinian heritage and 
familiar to the audience, who 
sang and clapped along with 
the orchestra. It was great 
enjoyment for everyone! 

The entire experience was a 
success, as it brought together 
young and old musicians 
and gave young Palestinians 
the opportunity to compose, 
arrange, and play music. The 
players and students are looking 
forward to inviting their friends 
to participate in the next tour 
of the Arabic Orchestra. Future 
plans include touring on an 
annual basis, both locally and 
internationally. 

Article photos by Fares Mansour.

Suhail Khoury is the general director of 
the Edward Said National Conservatory 
of Music, the conductor of various 
ensembles, and a composer. He plays 
the clarinet and the ney.

Tamer Al Sahouri, the orchestra’s music director and one of the composers. He is also an oud player.

Mousa Abbasi, the Arabic Orchestra’s ney player. 
Mousa is the soloist in some pieces.
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A Passion 
for AR and 
VR

By Bader Asalwa

ver since childhood, I have 
been fascinated with 3-D 
technologies and even taught 
myself to program them. This 
passion led me to pursue 
university studies that focused 
on graphics technology 

and software development. I have since 
been immersed in personally programming 
the core of multimedia elements rather than 
simply enjoying the ease of user-friendly 
tools developed by others. My interest in 3-D 
technologies, particularly since 2014, has led 
me in an organic way to augmented and virtual 
reality (AR and VR) technologies.

In 2020, I founded Immesense for Interactive 
Solutions and have been lucky to be able to 
work with large enterprises in the local and 
global markets, such as Jawwal, Paltel, Padico 
Holding, and Dar Lusail, to name a few. I 
have helped these companies solve critical 
problems and entertain their customers using 
AR/VR, designing and developing several AR/
AR platforms and applications in various 

sectors that include real estate, 
virtual events and exhibitions, 
virtual showrooms, retail, banking, 
tourism, and education. COVID-19 
presented me with an opportunity to 
offer virtual and augmented reality 
solutions that require deep marketing 
research, where I work jointly with 
the teams of these companies. 

By no means can I claim to be 
an expert, as the market of this 
technology is changing rapidly, and 
I’m always hungry to learn, try new 
things, and think about technology 
alternatives. Hence, I have many 
pilot projects that are in the semi-
final stage of conversion into real 
applications. At the same time, I 
like to educate, increase the general awareness of AR and VR technology, 
and develop an ecosystem for it. I have presented workshops and led training 
sessions at different levels on these topics for more than 300 people in the 
education and private sectors during this journey. I also teach at universities, 
presenting many workshops to my colleagues in 3-D animation, game 
development, motion graphics, and more. It has been very interesting to 

deliver complicated and purely 
technical information to beginners 
or even nontechnical people.

My career progression has evolved 
due to the support of the local 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
ecosystem. I was fortunate to 
have an opportunity to be the 
trainer of the first Advanced AR/
VR Training in Palestine through 
Tech Park in 2017. Since 2018, my 
membership in Fikra – Paltel Group 
Innovation Hub has provided me 
with a coworking space and pilot 
projects with Jawwal and Paltel as 
well as workshop opportunities. 
This enabled me to export my 
knowledge and train people from 
various countries at a workshop in 
Amman, Jordan, in 2018 through 
a British institution that at the time 
was engaged for the first time in 
Jordan. Such exposure has brought 
me initial recognition by many 
local and global companies and 

I urge all Palestinian 
youth who have any 
talent in or passion 
for a particular field to 
become self-motivated 
and develop that 
talent or aptitude. 
Entrepreneurship is an 
essential component of 
our strategy to develop 
a pioneering and 
innovative future.

Inspirational Youth
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institutions. The ecosystem has 
developed networking opportunities 
and consequently has developed 
market trust in me and my skills.

My training experience in Amman, 
Jordan, in 2022 opened up new 
partnership opportunities, and I will 
soon start a new company with 
brilliant partners. The company will 
specialize in AR/VR technology in 
Jordan and provide development, 
consultancy, and training services 
in Jordan and the wider Middle East. 
Indeed, I hope it will open doors for 
us worldwide.

Bader Asalwa is a virtual and 
augmented reality developer, 
consultant, and trainer who has a 
BA in multimedia technology from 
Arab American University and 14 
years of experience in the field. To 
learn more about his work, visit 
www.immesense.com.

SCAN 
TO SHARE

A demonstration of VR banking system for Bank of Palestine board members at Intersect Hub (2021).

We Missed
Web2
Innovation,
Web3 Is
Different

By Dawoud Zahran

magine this: In an alternate universe, Palestine develops its 
own version of the personal computer at the same time as 
the United States. Steve and Steve create Apple Computers 
in 1976, but a similar seed is planted in Palestine, where an 
alternate version of Microsoft is created. Fast-forward to 
2022. Where would we be now? No one can know for sure, 
but for the purposes of this article, I have one aim, and that is 

to communicate the following critical vision.

An innovation opportunity, similar to the one we missed with the rise of 
personal computers and the internet, will unfold in the next few years. We 
have the tools necessary to seize it now. We owe it to our children and 
grandchildren to do so.

From the first snippet of this article, you can probably guess what this is all 
about. It’s about a recent technological development that is usually called 
Web3. The vision for Web3, in simple terms, is decentralization. It allows you, 
the user, to have ownership of and a vote in the online platform you’re using, 
which is enabled through the platform tokens that you have earned or bought. 
This process is fundamentally different from what we currently have.

Facebook, for example, is a centralized entity. If it were decentralized, 
you could own a token called “Facebook” that would allow you to vote 
on important issues for the platform and earn a profit when the platform 
succeeds and the token’s value rises.
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Most well-known companies 
around the world have a centralized 
leadership, with the profits going 
to already wealthy shareholders. In 
Web3, you’re the shareholder along 
with thousands of other community 
members who use the power of the 
internet to create value. Palestinian 
youth can now participate in this as 
influential community members and/
or creators. Actually, you can start 
your exploration of Web3 now. Go to 
Twitter, search zahrandaw, and check 
who I’m following. Most are Web3 
entities/people.

Do keep in mind, however, that Web3 
is an extremely new concept. This is 
an advantage that comes with some 
caveats. Scammers and bad actors 
are all over Web3 platforms, many 
communities are still struggling to 
generate collective value, and many 
of the tools necessary for Web3 
scale are still being developed. But 
guess what? This is changing rapidly 
and by no means a reason to “wait.” 
Given this situation, truly driven and 

innovative persons could generate 
unique value to people worldwide 
by working from their computers. 
For example, why not create a 
decentralized WhatsApp where value 
and decision-making flow back to 
the community? This is already 
being developed.

But my message here is that we 
should go further than a new 
WhatsApp. We should aim to shape 
Web3 by utilizing its elements of 
decentralization, tokenization, and 
community. Such a leapfrog effort 
can’t occur in a vacuum. It requires 
structural and cultural changes 
that draw upon the development of 
deeply sophisticated knowledge, 
skills, and values. I believe that the 
time for doing this is now, and that’s 
why I’m launching The CREATE 
Program for Palestine and beyond.

The CREATE Program is a 
tokenized, Discord*-based, 
innovation education program where 
participants (Dreamers) finish 

specific quests – such as watching a 
course, reading an article, referring a 
friend – in return for CREATE tokens. 
There are ten levels of achievement, 
each level with its set of quests, 
rewards, and community. At level 
10, Dreamers get to pitch a start-up 
idea in return for an investment and 
join the Creators alumni community. 
This alumni community then helps 
govern the program.

Now you know more about Web3. 
You know that it is an essential 
opportunity to seize as part of what 
we owe to ourselves, our children, 
and our grandchildren. You also 
know that there’s a Palestine-made 
futuristic program that is bringing 
hundreds of Palestinian youth to 
Web3. Your role? It’s up to you. 

You can sign up for the program, 
refer your children to sign up, or talk 
about the program over tomorrow’s 
lunch. Whatever is needed to make 
sure that this becomes an economic, 
technological, and cultural shift for 
our people.

Onwards!

Dawoud Zahran is the founder 
of MISSION and an Oxford 
University alumnus. He is 
working on equalizing innovation 
using the fundamentals of 
Web3. More at https://dawoud.
info/. For updates about The 
CREATE Program (in Arabic), 
follow MISSION on Instagram 
or Facebook (search for 
MISSIONmena).

*Discord is a free voice, video, and text chat app that is used by millions of people to talk, work, and create 
with their communities and friends. It is available for download at discord.com.

Web1: Static web pages, noninteractive. (the past)
Web2: Highly interactive, social media, centralized. (the present)
Web3: Community-owned, tokenized, decentralized. (the future)
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On-Demand 
Home 
Services

By Fawaz Samara 

even years ago, my brother Saber and I faced a big 
problem with home improvement service providers when 
we decided to renovate our home. Tradespeople were 
available only after long waiting times, and extensive 
processes were needed to contract with them and finally 
receive quality services.

We ended up having to contract more than five providers to work on our home 
renovation. We also had to take vacation days from our own work to supervise 
the renovations. Since the contractors did not stick to their time commitment, 
these vacation days went way overboard. Moreover, we did not have access 
to references to benchmark quoted prices. Overall, finding trusted and verified 
contractors was no easy task, and the quality of their workmanship was not 
guaranteed. It was a random market.

Saber and I took an interest in organizing this work and identified it as a 
business opportunity. We studied the local market and realized that most 
people struggle with similar problems. We began building our network of 
providers and launched our first company, naming it Mr. Fix. It was our first try 
at running a business. We operated it as a traditional business, received the 
orders, and created a new model in home renovation and maintenance.

Since 2018, we have followed the start-up scene in Palestine, the MENA 
region, and globally. This has inspired us to innovate our business model 

and turn Mr. Fix into a scalable start-up. We saw an 
opportunity to serve many people who struggle 
with similar problems and recently rebranded 
our technology platform Nabeeh, a web/mobile 
application platform for users who wish to 
conveniently access on-demand health and home-
care providers that perform quality services. In 
2021, we launched our test program, scaling the 
operation in the West Bank. We chose this name 
because Nabeeh refers to a smart person who 
“picks things up on the fly,” and we seek to offer our 
future customers, locally and regionally, this type of 
attentiveness. We are happy and grateful to receive 
support from Fikra – Paltel Group Innovation Hub that 
has allowed us to accomplish much of what a start-up 
requires.

Part of our pride in Nabeeh comes from the fact 
that it provides job opportunities to many skilled 
people. As a technology platform, we work with 
more than 500 service providers in our network 
across the West Bank; more than 100 of 
whom are women. We engage only trusted 
and verified service providers, as we 
conduct interviews and pre-scanning 
for all of them. Since the program is 
easy to use, our clients can book our 
services, and we then match them 
with one of our listed servicing 
companies. 

Our company is solving yet 
another market problem 
by also offering 
health care services 
such as nursing, 
elderly care, 
babysitting, and 
access to medical 
testing. Likewise, 

Inspirational Youth
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our house-care services offer cleaning, maintenance, 
moving services, maids, beauty care, and wellness 
services such as nail and hair care, and massage.

Nabeeh now has a team of ten employees who cover 
operations, marketing, accounting, and technology 
services. We built our start-up on a set of values that 
everyone in our company lives and shares. One of 
these three values is building a meaningful business. 

This means that in addition to our 
focus on the business goal 

of profitability, we have 
a mission to re-invent 
health and home care in 
our region.

Our vision includes taking Nabeeh outside of 
Palestine and scaling it up in the region, given the 
huge market opportunity and the need for reliable, 
efficient, and guaranteed services among large 
numbers of people worldwide, especially in the 
MENA region. 

Fawaz Samara is the co-founder and CEO of 
Nabeeh platform, an online marketplace for on-
demand health and home-care services.
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Embarking
on New Paths

By Ali Dreidi 

 believe that the Palestinian people, and particularly this 
generation, possess the ability to transfer Palestine to its 
proper place in the world. This entails taking on an active role 
in creating positive change. We must contribute to building a 
better world by creating breakthroughs in scientific research, 
driving technological development, combating climate change, 
and joining the fight against world hunger and poverty. These 

goals cannot be attained, however, unless we build the necessary foundations 
and fashion the strategic building blocks that will allow Palestine to participate 
in bringing about positive global change. 

My career began at the Ministry of Finance in a newly established UK 
government-funded unit, during which I also became a CFA charterholder.i 
This expertise helped me land a position as senior investment analyst at the 
Palestine Investment Fund where I met a wide range of amazing entrepreneurs 
and companies and started to get some exposure to the technology sector. I 
got a taste of entrepreneurship by participating in the first Arab Bank Fintech 
Bootcamp, held in Jordan, winning second place for a wealth-management 
platform. At the Ramallah office of The Portland Trust, a British nonprofit 
action tank, I was most recently the head of programs, tasked with overseeing 
all projects and building relationships, particularly in the tech sector. This 
enabled me to expand my network with key local and international ecosystem 

The Road to AI and
Blockchain Adoption 
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actors, universities, local industry 
leaders, multinational corporations, 
donors, and private funding 
organizations. I also learned about 
bottlenecks and gaps in the sector, 
which motivated me to think 
about how to turn some of these 
challenges into opportunities. 

One such key opportunity lies in 
the need to accelerate the adoption 
of emerging and transformational 
technology in Palestine, particularly 
artificial intelligence (AI) and 
blockchain. While multiple 
studies have highlighted the 
enormous potential for AI and 
other deep technologies in driving 
major economic and societal 
transformations over the next several 
years, this may not be good news 
for everybody. Potentially, AI might 

widen gaps between countries, 
reinforcing the current digital divide. 
It became clear that something had 
to be done and it had to be done 
now. 

Through our mutual interests, I 
met Anan Anabtawi, a successful 
Palestinian tech investor and 
entrepreneur who lives in the 
diaspora. We share a similar vision, 
and Anabtawi was eager to give 
back to Palestine not only through 
philanthropic donations, but also 
through investing risk capital in 
multiple strategic initiatives to 
support the development of the 
tech ecosystem. This included 
building a center of excellence, 
which I co-founded, with a capacity-
building and technology-advisory 
arm, implemented by UC Berkeley, 

to facilitate knowledge transfer in 
transformational technologies, paired 
with commercial operations and 
market linkages to promote learning 
by doing. Anabtawi’s strategic 
vision and his generosity in funding 
tech-driven initiatives at all stages of 
education (high school, university) 
and at the industry level are critical 
for building expertise around 
emerging technologies. 

Our efforts were bolstered by 
contributions from two brilliant 
Palestinian minds, Amer Ghanem, a 
PhD in computer science, and Amjad 
Abu Rmileh, a PhD in control and 
modeling in biomedical engineering. 
These top-notch individuals are 
equipped with critical experience in 
deep technologies, and their insights 
and contributions as academic 
coordinators toward strategic 
direction, screening, and projects-
based learning have been invaluable. 
The director of Fikra Innovation Hub, 
Laith Kassis, has assisted me in 
bringing all the pieces together and 
has been a great friend and mentor 
throughout this journey. 

It is a pleasure to witness that the 
way we do things is bearing fruit: we 
provide youth with job opportunities 
and offer our staff continuous 
professional development, full 
flexibility through remote work, and 
equity incentives such as stock 
options. We are proud to have 
an amazing team of ambitious 
Palestinians who are delivering 
projects at the highest levels to 
clients all over the world. Our 

software and blockchain developers, 
data engineers, machine-learning 
engineers, and data scientists are 
participating, for example, in building 
key products for a US-based health 
care company that specializes 
in women’s health care – and in 
the process is revolutionizing the 
field. We also build blockchain 
infrastructures for mining and 
stakingii operations for various 
protocols, and for cross-chain 
interoperability. 

The game is still young; we have a 
long way to go and many challenges 
to overcome. I look forward to 
sharing my story with you as it 
unfolds. 

Ali Dreidi is a financial and 
investment professional with 
experience in growth equity and 
portfolio management across 
different industries.

 Ali, Amer, and Laith 
(director of Fikra) at 
Fikra headquarters.
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i CFA stands for Chartered Financial Analyst, it is a postgraduate professional certification offered 
internationally by the CFA Institute to investment and financial professionals; for more information, please 
visit https://www.cfainstitute.org/en/programs/cfa/charterholder-careers.
ii To learn more about staking, please visit https://www.coinbase.com/learn/crypto-basics/what-is-staking.
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Civic
Engagement
Program

By Bader S. Alzaharna

Recipient from Beginner
to Professional

y INSPIRE22 journey would not have been such a 
success had I not received a scholarship from Al Fakhoora 
Scholarship and Empowerment Programme. Since 2016, 
I have attended this three-level civic engagement program 
that has greatly contributed to reshaping my personal and 
professional skills. When I was awarded the scholarship, I 
thought that it would only fund my undergraduate studies. 
However, it has turned out to be a life-changing reality that 

has helped me engage in a process of self-exploration and grow my skills to be 
well-trained and educated in order to give back to my community. 

The first level of the program taught me the meaning of civic engagement as 
it combined knowledge, skills, values, and inspiration aimed to strengthen my 
capabilities to make a positive change in my community. Receiving this level as a 
freshman encouraged me to deepen an authentic understanding of the impact of 
civic engagement on global communities. The second level walked me through 
the art of dialogue and facilitation. I have, at this point, learned that research 
and reading are two significant steps in leading a successful panel discussion 
and building a flourishing conversation with experts. This level enabled me to 
untangle a package of essential skills such as facilitation, teamwork, adaptability, 
and problem-solving. The discussions I had with my colleagues also allowed me 
to accept constructive criticism, work on my weaknesses, and be prepared to 
take risks sometimes. The program’s third level amazed me with its vibrancy and 
led me to adopt the attitude of giving back through employing my acquired skills 
in leading community-service activities and small initiatives at local schools. 

After completing the three levels, I feel more responsible for my 
community and have recognized that my heart and mind have been 
inspired and that this inspiration can be translated into action. The 
most significant action has been leading the INSPIRE22 Conference 
that aims to unleash human potential. This is exactly how the civic 
engagement program has paid off: it has transformed me into an 
enthusiastic and civic-minded individual. 

Since March 2021, I have been in charge of what is now an 
example of a rewarding youth-led INSPIRE22 Conference that took 
place for the third consecutive year on March 22, 2022. Indeed, 
leading the conference has been a real experience in applying the 
skills, values, and attitudes I embraced during the civic engagement 
program. During the preparation and implementation stages of the 
conference, I utilized these skills as a professional civic leader, 
thinking critically, analytically, and creatively. When challenges 
emerged, I engaged my newly acquired strategies of problem-
solving, dialogue, and decision-making. 

INSPIRE22 has been a spacious expanse that allows me to share 
the knowledge and values of the civic engagement program with 
other active community members. During INSPIRE22, I moderated 
regional webinars, led youth focus groups, trained a youth team 
on the art of dialogue and facilitation, and managed time. The 
conference day was a great success, and I am lucky to have 
benefitted from this program that has transformed my life. Now, 
I have the confidence to say that I will work on nothing less than 
INSPIRE22, and I have the passion to lead other tremendous 
upcoming conferences. I am where I am today because I have 
developed the attitude of giving back in the civic engagement 
program. 

Bader Alzaharna is the INSPIRE22 Youth Teams Leader in Gaza, 
Palestine. He is an English language teacher and an awardee 
of the Al Fakhoora Scholarship Programme. He has worked 
with international NGOs and has led several community-service 
initiatives, including the INSPIRE22 Conference.
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Impact and
Innovation
versus
Prestige 

By Hamzeh Ghosheh

s a fresh graduate, I understood that I would need 
to work hard to find the right job. The word “right” 
carries many meanings, one of which is “prestigious.” 
As a 24-year-old, I landed a job at the United Nations 
Development Program, serving as a communications 
focal point for the European Union. I had the badge and 
the codename and thought that I had reached my dream 
– only to feel the urge to move beyond this position a 

year later. I followed this urge against the strong advice of my immediate circle 
because I wanted to explore more and earn my master’s degree abroad. This 
journey helped me understand that I have a greater purpose in life and owe it 
to myself to maximize my impact on the community I belong to.

During my studies abroad, I needed to insure my car, and because I did not 
have a driving record, I was forced to pay a high insurance premium. I came 
to learn about an insurance model, usage-based insurance, whereby you are 
rated on your safety as a driver, and your insurance is priced accordingly. The 
technology used back then relied on physical devices that were plugged into 
the car, which led me to think of a way to offer such a life-saving service to 
more people. I contacted Abdallah, my friend and future business partner, and 
we started working on our own mobile software, Maslak, which helps drivers 
build a driving profile and supports drivers in their negotiations with insurance 
companies on insurance prices. Our vision is to help create an accident-free 

Palestine where everybody gets back 
home to their loved ones safely, 
every day! 

As young professionals, opening a 
business – in our case our start-
up, Naviatx – was a tough decision 
to take. We didn’t fully understand 
how to build the roadmap and avoid 
mistakes, what the best business or 
revenue model might be, and, most 
importantly, whether we would be 
able to entice potential customers 
to use our solution. To be able 
to finance our start-up, I still find 
myself wearing many hats: I also 
hold employee positions, working 
as a financial auditor at a leading 
hotel in Jerusalem and as a business 
development specialist at Finbloom, 
a renowned business and financial 
management company in Ramallah. 
This shows some of the challenges a 
young, ambitious entrepreneur might 
face while striving to get closer to 
celebrating a successful exit story.

As an extension to my efforts in 
leading change in the Palestinian 
ecosystem, I also play an active role 
in supporting local regulatory bodies 
to gain exposure to new regional 
and international practices and 
develop new regulatory tools with 
them. Thus, I had helped develop 
the non-objection letter that we, as 
Palestine’s first InsurTech company, 
received from the Palestine Capital 
Market Authority. 

Currently, my co-entrepreneur 
Rakan Abbasi* and I have started 
exploring the world of non-fungible 
tokens (NFTs). We both share an 
interest and find inspiration in the 
NFT world and hope to utilize it to 
preserve Palestinian heritage through 
the launch of a platform called 

“YallaNFT” community. We built this 
community with decentralization 
at its core because we believe that 
we all should share access and 
knowledge as well as resources 
with one another, thereby we intend 
to highlight and strengthen our 
Palestinian narrative and explore 
joint projects that carry individual 
and collective Palestinian identity. 
This endeavor requires the collective 
efforts of many people, from 
financial and technological experts to 
artists and lawyers, in order to link 
these projects to efforts that support 
local Palestinian initiatives and 
potentially encourage and facilitate 
the involvement of Palestinians who 
live in the diaspora, engaging them 
in projects in which they feel called 
to participate.

Hamzeh Ghosheh is the founder 
and CEO of Naviatx.

*Rakan works as a freelancing trainer and digital marketing consultant for start-ups and various projects 
and businesses. He owns XO Media, a digital marketing agency, and has founded Ayzeen, a grocery price 
comparison app.
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Palestinian
IBBY Honour
List Winners

By Jehan Helou

he Palestinian Section of the International Board on Books 
for Young People (IBBY) has announced the Palestinian 
entries on the 2022 Honour List that features a selection 
of outstanding recently published books and constitutes 
one of the most prestigious international children’s book 
awards. Every two years, the IBBY selects exceptional 
writers, illustrators, and translators from IBBY national 
sections, also honoring the publishers of these books with 

certificates. Honour List diplomas are presented at IBBY congresses, and the 
books are circulated at exhibitions and conferences around the world.  

The Palestinian Section of IBBY has participated in all nominations since 2002, 
the year when it officially joined the international board. This year’s awards go 
to Farashat al-Nasra (The Butterfly of Nazareth), Al-Hirrah Reeshah (The Cat 
Reeshah), and Ana wa-Al Quds (Jerusalem and I).

In Farashat al-Nasra, by Nabila Espanioly, published by Al-Tufula Center 
in Nazareth, the writer May Ziadeh narrates memories of her childhood, 
describing details of her life and dreams while growing up in Nazareth. “I like 
to dream while asleep or awake. I like to fly like birds and run like gazelles.” 
The recipient of several international and local awards, Nabila Espanioly is 
a writer, psychotherapist, social worker, activist, and the founding director 
of Nazareth’s Al-Tufula Center. She has authored several children’s books 
and articles on early childhood and on the political and social situation of 
Palestinian women. 

The illustrator Amal Karzai was 
honored for her illustration of Al-
Hirrah Reeshah, by Haifa Muhareb 
Sawarkeh, published by Tamer 
Institute. In this story, the people 
living on al-Lawz (Almond) Street 
have questions about a cat: No one 
knows anything about it or from 
where it came, except that it is light 
in weight, so they called it Reeshah 
(Feather). One day, a group of street 
performers arrives to put on a show. 
Reeshah surprises them when it 
goes on stage and starts turning 
around and around like a crystal ball. 
The book’s illustrations are painted 
with pastel, Conte Crayon, graphite, 
and chalk on toned charcoal paper. 
Amal lives in New York. Her work 
covers a spectrum of books, 
magazines, posters, and cover 
art and is influenced by a lifelong 
interest in multiculturalism. A Gold 
Medal Winner of the Key Colours 
Illustrators Competition, Amal’s art 
has been featured in museums and 

includes pieces now held in private 
collections.  

Translator Hala Shrouf was 
honored for her translation of Ana 
wa-Al Quds, published by the 
Institute of Palestine Studies in 
cooperation with Tamer Institute. In 
this autobiography, the writer and 
teacher Halah Sakakini describes 
her childhood in Jerusalem from 
1924 until the Nakba in 1948, 
relating both personal and general 
events that cover the social, cultural, 
and political situation. Hala Shrouf 
is a brilliant poet, translator, and 
editor who currently works at the 
Palestinian Museum. Two books of 
her poetry have been published. 

The International Board on Books for 
Young People, established in 1953, 
is the most prominent and proficient 
international nonprofit organization 
dedicated to children’s books. It has 
80 national sections worldwide that 
are committed to bringing together 

Amal Karzai.
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books and children. For more information on the Palestinian section, please 
visit https://www.ibbypalestine.org.uk/ or its Facebook page, IBBY Pal.

Jehan Helou, born in Haifa, has a great passion for promoting children’s 
culture. Over the past two decades, this dedication has led Jehan to direct 
Tamer Institute for six years and to serve for four years as an executive 
committee member of the International Board on Books for Young People 
(IBBY) and as the president of IBBY’s Palestinian Section since 2002 (both 
volunteer positions). 

Cultivating
the Roots of
Environmental
Awareness

By Masa Sabbah

’ve been living a low-waste life for over four years now, 
and my dream is to build a family of sustainability pioneers 
in Palestine and across the Arab world. I wish to inspire a 
family that rolls up its sleeves and cultivates the roots of 
environmental awareness, inspiring individuals of whom the 
next generations will be proud and who will help achieve a 
promising, bright, conscious, and sustainable future.

My journey into low-waste living started in 2017 when I moved to India to 
work with an organization whose core focus is to enhance the living standards 
of marginalized communities across India and Nepal by offering a variety of 
renewable energy products. Part of my job was to lead the impact assessment 
study, which meant that on a weekly basis, I visited our customers who are 
considered to live below the poverty line. I can’t begin to describe the living 
conditions, especially of those who live on landfills: children, women, and men 
who breathe and inhale pollution and sleep next to plastic bottles – inhumane 
conditions that no one should have to endure! 

It was then that I was hit with the reality of how much waste we humans 
create, most of which is plastic. Trash that deteriorates the land, causes major 
health risks, and destroys the world’s ecosystem as a whole. I decided then 
that I didn’t want to contribute to creating this waste and began to reduce SCAN 
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and eliminate as much plastic as 
possible from my life (be part of the 
solution rather than the problem).

Fast-forward four years, I have 
eliminated 89.9 percent of my 
plastic use. I have learned so 
much throughout this journey and 
feel the need to share it. It wasn’t 
easy! I made a lot of mistakes and 
stumbled across many challenges. 
What was especially difficult was 
finding educational material in Arabic 
about sustainability (articles, blogs, 
influencers, online shops, etc.). Until 
today, most of the newsletters I’ve 
subscribed to, influencers I follow, 
or online shops where I purchase 
my products are in English, with a 
huge percentage of them based in 
Western countries.

Then came the birth of Om Safa, an 
Arabic online ecosystem that aims 
to ease the process of shifting to a 
more sustainable lifestyle by offering 
an educational platform that inspires 

and takes you step by step through 
the journey of low-waste living (from 
the introduction of the problem to the 
solution and all the required know-
how). 

Sustainability and low-waste living 
are NOT Western concepts and 
definitely not new to the Middle 

East. Our ancestors lived very 
conscientiously, and my goal with 
Om Safa is to revive, maintain, and 
sustain this lifestyle. Through Om 
Safa, I aim to reshape the consumer 
product landscape, refine what 
a truly good product looks like, 
and make natural and plastic-free 
products accessible, affordable, and 
convenient for all.

Om Safa is the name of a Palestinian 
village north of Ramallah that is my 
family’s place of origin. I was not 
raised in Om Safa but spent a huge 
part of my childhood in Om Safa’s 
forest, under its lush pine trees that 
until today never fail to amaze me.

Sadly, the forest is currently 
surrounded by an illegal Israeli 
settlement that stole over 70 
percent of Om Safa’s land. In 
naming this project Om Safa, I hope 
to perpetuate it as a symbol of 
resistance and raise awareness of 
the name worldwide to showcase 
the village’s beautiful nature that 
is threatened by the cancer of the 
Israeli occupation.

There is a critical need for greater 
awareness in Palestine, and in the 
Middle East in general, not just about 
climate change but also about how 
to leave a positive footprint on the 
earth. One by one, or as they say, 
one plastic straw at a time, we can 
ensure that our legacy to the next 
generation is a world that is healthier 
than we found it and available to be 
responsibly enjoyed. 

Masa Sabbah, founder of Om 
Safa, has a master’s degree 
in the management of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
and is currently working in the 
humanitarian tech sector (World 
Food Programme).

Inspirational Youth

When we throw 
something away, we 
think it immediately 
disappears, but it 
doesn’t. It ends up 
on someone’s land, 
possibly even in 
someone’s home.
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Trash causes major health risks and destroys the world’s ecosystem.

Masa in front of her family's old house in Om Safa.
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Breaking
Stereotypes

 am 25 years old and have been fighting 
muscular dystrophy since I was 12. 
Although my health condition threatened 
my ability to walk and my chances to 
continue my education, my family has 
always supported me, helping me to finish 
high school and obtain a university degree.

Tawjihi (the senior high school year in Palestine) was 
challenging. It was both stressful and exhausting because 
I was down with health issues that forced me to stay in 
the hospital for weeks while studying for the exams that 
are a stepping-stone to university life. But even though 
this experience was reflective of the challenges I had been 
experiencing throughout my student years, I managed to 
graduate with an excellent GPA and obtained the grade of 
97.8 with a specialization in science.

I chose the tech field because I’ve always had a passion for 
discovering software. The computer I owned as a kid was 
my baby doll; I enjoyed playing around with the hardware 
and experimented with the software. Moreover, software 
engineering was a perfect fit for me as it didn’t require 
much physical effort. I knew it would be a challenging 
field, but I made up my mind to shine as a female software 
engineer. During my university years, I made sure to always 
meet deadlines and to be ahead of my tasks because there 
were times when my hands betrayed me. I wouldn’t be able 
to move them or do anything. 

By Mai Obaid

By joining the Mercy Corps–Gaza 
Sky Geeks programs, I hoped to gain 
expertise in my field, and the course 
structure and the team helped me 
exceed my expectations. The Gaza 
Sky Geeks’ Code Academy was 
a unique experience as it works 
in three verticals: the first is self-
learning, where mentees learn how 
to educate themselves in tech fields. 
The second is techniques, and the 
third is professional skills. I not only 
upskilled as a front-end developer 
but also was able to make wise 
decisions regarding my career path 
and build financial independence by 
working with leading companies. 

The mere idea of being economically 
independent gives me, as a female, 
a lot of strength. It has made me 
capable of supporting myself in 
many ways. Being independent has 
given me the feeling that I have the 
freedom to do a lot of things. I can 

even financially provide for my loved 
ones. After graduating from the Code 
Academy, I qualified for a four-
month internship with Google for 
Startups. This experience paved the 
way for me to shine because I could 
upskill further and enhance my CV. 
Currently, I work with UNRWA. My 
goal is to be among the women who 
make a change in today’s world, 
break stereotypes as a developer, 
and inspire others to pursue a career 
in technology.

Mai Obaid is a passionate, 
hardworking developer who works 
full-time with UNRWA at UNICC.
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Mai Obaid: an inspiration



64 65THIS WEEK IN PALESTINE

Paving the
Way to
Silicon
Valley

By Samah Ramadan

eing the mother of six beautiful daughters didn’t stop me 
from pursuing an education, embarking on a career, and 
following up with opportunities that I hope will inspire 
my daughters to dream big for themselves.

I joined the TechWomen mentorship program to be 
exposed to new experiences and build my network of 
professionals and role models so that I could continue 

to add value to the freelancers whom I assist in Gaza Sky Geeks’ Freelancing 
Academy. I enjoy being part of the learning process and of their growth 
journey. When they secure their first job, it feels like my own achievement 
and my own joy. As a graphic designer, I believe that the Gazan market lacks 
new and distinct visions in graphic design. I am on a mission to connect with 
professionals in the field of graphic design to harness their experience and 
bring new perspectives and skills to Gaza. 

The STEM field, in my opinion, represents the future, and I congratulate every 
woman who works in this field. I believe that women have power on their 
own, but when we work together, we can make a huge difference. We must 
lift each other up and channel the power of collaboration in order to change 
the equation and our representation in STEM. All you have to do is be true to 
yourself and confident. 

I am currently immensely proud 
to be able to announce that I will 
take part in the eleventh cohort of 
the State Department’s prestigious 
TechWomen initiative. Selected 
from nearly 4,000 female applicants 
from 21 countries, I am the only 
participant from the Gaza Strip. I am 
most thrilled that I will be visiting 
Silicon Valley. It will be my first time 
to travel out of Gaza and the first 
time away from my daughters, but I 
am happy to serve as a role model 
of self-improvement for them, they 
are my inspiration.

TechWomen aims to empower, 
connect, and support the next 
generation of women leaders in 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics from Africa, 
Central and South Asia, and the 

Middle East by providing us with the 
access and opportunities we need 
to advance our careers, pursue our 
dreams, and inspire other women 
and girls in our communities.

Samah Ramadan is a program 
assistant at Mercy Corps, Gaza 
Sky Geek’s Freelancing Academy, 
where she has supported 
hundreds of young Palestinians 
who are starting their careers as 
freelancers.
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Samah in Silicon Valley.
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Freelancing
to Achieve
Your Dreams

By Enas Al Matour

oon after my graduation from Palestine Polytechnic 
University, with a computer science degree in my pocket, I 
applied to the Code Academy offered by Gaza Sky Geeks, 
a program of Mercy Corps. But then I decided instead to 
travel to Egypt with the student exchange program. When 
I returned, I immediately managed to secure a job as a 
developer for a tech company in Bethlehem. But soon I 

found that this full-time job with an insufficient salary was unfulfilling. Working 
long hours and always dealing with same clients was not my passion. 

I continued to wonder about Gaza Sky Geeks and searched on social media 
for opportunities that appealed to me. When one day I saw an open call for 
the Gaza Sky Geeks’ Freelancing Academy in Hebron, I decided to be the 
first to apply. Eagerly I waited for a reply, but the acceptance notification 
never came. When I learned that a friend of mine had been accepted into the 
program, I reached out to the Gaza Sky Geeks team, and we realized that 
my application hadn’t gone through! The team was so impressed with my 
commitment, they made an exception and welcomed me into the program 
even though the application deadline had passed. I can only advise everyone 
that devotion, patience, and persistence will lead to success.

The academy introduced me to various freelancing platforms and websites, 
and equipped with the skills to approach clients, I started my freelancing 
journey soon after graduating from the Freelancing Academy, securing jobs 
with clients from the West Bank and the Gulf area. The experience I gained 
at the academy has enabled me to differentiate between opportunities that 
present themselves: I can see now which jobs could add value to my CV and 

Inspirational Youth

which jobs would not allow me to 
get ahead, even though they may 
pay well. 

After graduation from university, it is 
easy to have big dreams for oneself, 
but it’s equally easy to feel stuck or 
depressed when thinking about the 
limited job opportunities we have in 
Palestine. Gaza Sky Geeks attempt 
to alleviate this problem and equip 
young, talented people with the 
knowledge and motivation to start 
their tech career on the right foot. 
They have made it possible for me 
to go after the big dream that I have 
set for myself. My family also has 
supported me and helps me to keep 
going. I know that I must continue 
with devotion and patience; that is 
what makes me stand out among 
the competition in the freelancing job 
market. 

I have been inspired by a line from 
the novel The Lantern of the King 
of Galilee by Ibrahim Nasrallah that 
reads: “I don’t care what you believe 
in, I care what you do with this 
faith.” My dream has been to create 
my own tech company and name it 

Qanadel. I am sure that freelancing 
will give me the means to realize 
this dream. I have already bought 
a new laptop with my freelancing 
earnings and soon will be able to 
open Qanadel.

While this dream might seem 
unrealistic in the Palestinian 
context, I am determined to prove 
that believing in my potential 
and leveraging the international 
freelancing market is my path to 
success. I advise others who are 
navigating their journey through 
university to open their minds to new 
possibilities and be aware of the 
opportunities available when working 
in the tech industry.

Enas Al Matour is a 24-year-old 
computer science graduate from 
Hebron.
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She Leads
the Way

By Lour Dahleh

here there’s a will, there’s a way.”

From a young age, I have always craved the feeling of 
success and achievement. Therefore, I have always 
struggled with these questions: “Is there a recipe for 
success? Can there be a guidebook for success? Can 
success be reproduced? Can success come in different 
forms?”

During my Middle Years Program (MYP) in school, I learned about many 
successful people: scientists, innovators, politicians, artists, and other influential 
people with varying careers who made a positive change in the world we live 
in, and I was amazed to learn how these individuals have left such a huge mark 
on humanity. The MYP is a five-year school program (6th grade to 10th grade) 
that empowers students to inquire into a wide range of issues and ideas of 
significance – locally, nationally, and globally. The result is young people who 
are creative, critical, and reflective thinkers. In my mind, I wondered why, given 
that human beings have a similar average life span, most people live a normal 
life and leave this planet without making a very big impact, whereas some 
make a great difference in their communities or beyond. Most of the scientists, 
innovators, politicians, and influential people that I encountered and learned about 
were men and were predominantly from Western countries. I never came upon 
a textbook at school that displayed the success stories of an individual similar 
to myself and close to my environment who faces a similar reality and similar 
challenges. Therefore, when the personal project was introduced to me, I decided 
to independently learn about the success stories of women in my culture and my 
society. I saw the MYP personal project as a great opportunity to take initiative. 

Inspirational Youth
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The MYP personal project is a long-
term project that is designed as an 
independent learning experience for 
students in any chosen field. My 
goal was to learn about the paths of 
ten inspirational Palestinian women 
from different fields in life and truly 
explore and understand how they 
did it, what hardships and fears they 
faced and what obstacles they had to 
overcome along the way. I listened as 
they spoke about the stereotypes they 
struggled with and the social norms 
that stood in their way. I identified 
the inspiration, drive, and motto of 
each woman during her journey. In 
addition to gaining this knowledge 
for myself, I learned that the success 
stories of the Palestinian women that 
I chose for my project can actually 
inspire other young Arab girls similar 
to me who do not necessarily see 
or hear these stories of influential 
women in their communities. For this 
reason, I decided to write a book in 
both English and Arabic so that other 
young Arab girls can be inspired by 
women who look exactly like them, 
were raised in the same places and 
environment, and studied in similar 
schools. 

After a long journey of researching, 
exploring, and interviewing potential 
women, I was able to write this book. 
I chose to write it in the form of 
letters sent from the ten successful 
Palestinian women I included in the 
book to various young Palestinian 
girls across the nation. I have also 
decided that the next step in my 
project will be to hold workshops in 
various local Palestinian schools. To 
each workshop I’ll invite a number 
of successful Palestinian women to 
speak to the young girls and elaborate 
on their stories, how they reached 
success, what obstacles they faced, 
and what fears and stereotypes they 
had to overcome along the way. I 

want to give the youth a firsthand 
experience of Palestinian female role 
models and offer an opportunity for 
youth to speak directly to them, ask 
them questions, and be able to relate 
to their stories. As a Palestinian young 
woman, I am proud to say that after 
having this experience and being 
exposed to these heartening stories of 
incredible women, I have high hopes 
for our next generation. Palestinian 
women can do it, Palestinian women 
can lead the way, and yes, we have 
the power to make a change!

Lour Dahleh is a multilingual 
Palestinian 10th grader from 
Jerusalem. She is a member 
of Horizons Academy and Meet 
(Middle Eastern Entrepreneurs of 
Tomorrow). She is also an activist 
who fights for justice, equality, and 
social change, and strives to make 
the world a better place to live in 
for all. 

The ten inspirational women Lour wrote about.
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His torical Personalities of the Month

 Shafik and Wadi’
 Tarazi

 remember standing on the sand in front of the UN Beach Club in 
Gaza while a dear friend was gazing at the sea. Looking far beyond 
the waves, she murmured, “You know, this sea has witnessed true 
solidarity, resistance, and faith among the Palestinian people living 
in Gaza, not only after the 1967 occupation but throughout the last 

century.” She was thinking of individuals such as the Tarazi brothers, two 
committed and persevering personalities who showed that our people refuse 
to disappear. They made sure that the Zionist dream that Israeli generals have 
entertained for years, namely that they may wake up one morning to find that the 
Mediterranean has drowned Gaza forever, is just that – a dream.

Shafik was born in 1906; his brother Wadi’ two years later. They lost their father 
at an early age. Since childhood, Shafik showed intelligence and a clear, strong 
personality. He grew up in Gaza, studied at the Friends School in Ramallah, 
then moved to Beirut to attend the American University of Beirut but had to 
come back after one year to help support his family. After working one year in 
Palestine, Shafik moved to Cairo and completed his university studies at the 
American University of Cairo, majoring in mathematics, physics, and philosophy. 
Immediately after graduation, Shafik returned to Palestine and resumed teaching 
at Ramallah’s Friends School, eventually becoming the school’s deputy. 

Wadi’ also studied at the Friends School in Ramallah, but he was able to go 
to the United States to complete his undergraduate degree. Upon his return, 
he joined Birzeit College – at that time still a school – as a teacher. He soon 

proved to be invaluable and an efficient 
teacher and administrator, so he was 
appointed the school director. 

In 1942, Shafik and Wadi’ decided 
to open a school in Gaza and 
founded Gaza College. It became 
one of Palestine’s six national, 
nongovernmental, and not-for-profit 
schools and offered all classes up to 
matriculation.  

During his studies in Cairo, Shafik 
became best friends with Abdul Qader 
Husseini, the Palestinian national 
resistance leader. Shafik was elected 
as leader of the Palestinian students, 
strongly supported by Abdul Qader. 
Their close friendship continued until 
the day in 1948 when Abdul Qader 
was martyred by the Israeli Zionist 
militia. 

Shafik sustained an active national role 
throughout the 1940s. He formed a 
network of concerned nationals and 
coordinated the resistance in Gaza with 
Haj Amin Husseini. As Jaffa was falling 
in 1948, Shafik and a few community 
nationalists worked hard to support 
the brave Egyptian commander Fuad 
Sharaf who disobeyed his orders 
to withdraw troops back to the 
international borders. Moving outside 
of Gaza, Shafik fought the battle of Beit 
Hanoun, thus saving Gaza from falling 
to the Zionists in 1948.

The Tarazi brothers soon realized that 
their responsibilities to educate their 
community, society, and people had 
transformed into a much larger and 
more solemn task. They embarked 
on an endeavor to keep Gaza strong 
despite the terrible catastrophe that 
faced the Palestinian people. By 
soliciting support from China, Europe, 
and Arab popular parties, they played 
a significant role in sustaining Gaza’s 
security and social life and engaged 
as strong motivators for educational 
development and growth in Gaza. 

They also held rallies in Gaza and 
in other countries in support of 
the Palestinian cause, involving 
international supporters.  

After the 1967 occupation of the 
West Bank, the Israeli military’s 
department in charge of overseeing 
the education of Palestinians issued 
new regulations for all schools in 
Gaza and the West Bank. Shafik, 
however, refused to abide by this 
order. He argued that the laws 
that had been valid in Palestine 
before 1948 should be kept and 
that Palestinian political presence 
should continue. As a result, the 
college was subjected to extreme 
restrictions that aimed to gradually 
enforce the Israeli military law that 
had been imposed on the occupied 
territories. However, until the passing 
of Shafik in 1984, the college had 
no choice but to accept permits 
from the Israeli military that were 
contrary to the legislation issued 
by the Egyptian government after 
1948, while in the West Bank 
Jordanian law had replaced the 
originally British and Ottoman laws 
of pre-1948. While these laws had 
not been specifically tailored to the 
Palestinian situation, they were more 
friendly towards Palestinians than the 
suppressive laws passed by Israel. 

It is no doubt that the presence, 
legacy, and dedication of the Tarazi 
brothers during historic periods in 
Palestine greatly helped to sustain 
the resilience and strength of 
Palestinian Arab society in Gaza and 
strengthened its commitment to 
Palestinian nationalism.

By Saleem Zoughbi
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Two Brothers Fighting for Gaza on Several Fronts
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 Nine Quarters of
Jerusalem

By Matthew Teller

Profile Books (UK)/Other 
Press (US), 2022

400 pages, £16.99/$27.99

his book grew from many years 
of conversations with Raed 
Saadeh, owner of the Jerusalem 
Hotel, co-founder and chair of 
the Jerusalem Tourism Cluster, 

mentor, community-builder, leader, guide, 
and inspiration. Raed shared with me his 
idea for a new kind of person-centered 
“story-guide” to help outsiders understand 
Jerusalem better. He then generously 
encouraged me to develop that idea in new 
ways and new directions. Without Raed’s 
support, none of it would have happened.

However, Jerusalem is not my city, and 
never will be. Even though I’m British, and 
the British have claimed almost everything, 
I make no claim to Jerusalem. But I am 
lucky to have visited throughout my life, 
since my first trip as a child in 1980.

What became obvious to me is that 
Jerusalem has many more sides than two, 

Book of the Month 1

the colonial legacy. But it did not – and still 
does not – reflect the reality of Jerusalemite 
lives. For this book, and with the help of 
Raed and many other Palestinian friends 
and colleagues, including my skillful fixer 
Maram Summren and literary brother Khalil 
Assali, I have been able to amplify voices 
from the Old City’s Indian, African, and 
Armenian communities, its Dom Gypsies, 
its Copts and Syriacs and many others. I 
have traced histories of Jerusalem’s Sufis, 
unearthed multiple stories down the centuries 
of remarkable women who have influenced 
Jerusalem’s history and architecture, and I 
have even found what may be the only British-
owned shop in the souk.

But I am not speaking for anyone. Palestinians 
have voices. They have been shouting. We – 
visitors, outsiders, the rest of the world – have 
not been listening. This book is my attempt to 
redress the balance, and give those voices a 
boost. Narratives that rely on ethno-religious 
division have dominated for too long, and this 
book simply says Jerusalem is better than that.

The fact that it is being received positively 
is an enormous honor. Raja Shehadeh said: 
“This book reveals Jerusalem better than any 
other book about the city.” George Hintlian, the 
Armenian Jerusalemite author and historian, 
told me, “There has been no book like this 
in the last 20 years.” I am delighted that the 
cover showcases the work of Palestinian artist 
Shehab Kawasmi. My aim was to evoke the 
Old City through stories of the people who live 
and work there. I hope I have succeeded.

Matthew Teller writes for the BBC, Guardian, 
Independent, Times, and other global media. 
He presents and produces documentaries 
for BBC Radio and is the author of several 
travel guides, including The Rough Guide to 
Jordan. His most recent book is Quite Alone: 
Journalism from the Middle East 2008–2019. 
www.matthewteller.com 

A New Biography of the Old City
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and many more quarters than the four that appear on its maps. As a teenager, 
and later, I would spend time in the Old City listening to people, walking, talking, 
watching. Maps of the place made no sense. I could see no divisions between 
the Christian Quarter and the Muslim Quarter. I visited churches at the gates of 
Al-Aqsa, and mosques in the Armenian Quarter. As I grew older, I found pre-1948 
accounts of mixed populations in what is now called the Jewish Quarter. These 
four ethno-religious quarters are a fiction. Who came up with the idea?

I began to research where the division of Jerusalem originated. It came, of 
course, from the British. But as far as I can tell, nobody before me has tracked 
down exactly who split Jerusalem into four for the first time, and exactly when. 
My book, I think, is the first to tell the story of Reverend George Williams, 
chaplain to the first Protestant bishop of Jerusalem in 1842. The map he 
annotated – falsely – is echoed today in almost every map, guidebook, article, 
news story, and TV report about Jerusalem.

Williams’s map lasted so long because it codified sectarian division. That suited 
Britain’s approach to colonial rule, and it has also suited Israel, which continues 

Nazer Ansari at the retreat inside the 
Indian Hospice where Sufi master 
Baba Farid is reputed to have prayed 
800 years ago.

Musa Qous of the African 
Community Society, in the Bab 
al-Majlis neighborhood.

Maysoon al-Maslohi at the supposed 
tomb of Abu Madyan in the Zawiya 
al-Magharba near Bab al-Silsila.

Sami Barsoum, mukhtar of the 
Syriac Orthodox community, holding 
a photo of himself and Israeli mayor 
Teddy Kollek taken in 1985 by 
photographer Lord Snowdon.
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 The Cobblestones
of Jerusalem

By Arthur Hagopian

2021, paperback, 352 pages, US$11.84

t has been said that of the ten measures of beauty God bestowed 
upon the world, Jerusalem received nine. And of the ten measures of 
sorrow the world is afflicted with, Jerusalem’s portion is nine.

The fascinating enclave of Jerusalem, the city of gold, the city of 
light, is considered the center of the world by the three Abrahamic 

religions, Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, a claim that few disagree with. Now 
a new book, The Cobblestones of Jerusalem, by journalist Arthur Hagopian, 
invites readers to delve into the labyrinthine tapestry of its people and read 
their stories of wonder and mystery, of glory and disaster, of triumph and 
despair. 

Every tile of the cobblestoned alleys of this captivating city of the prophets has 
a tale to tell, intertwining the annals of its fascinating people: the Christians 
(Armenians, Copts, Ethiopians, Greeks, and Syriacs who still speak Aramaic), 
Muslims, and Jews. In the homes of the myriads of people knitting the fabric 
of the Old City, one can still hear the language first spoken by Jesus two 
thousand years ago, as well as languages considered long dead. And in the 

Book of the Month 2

bosom of the quaint Armenian 
Quarter lives a community who has 
helped put Jerusalem more squarely 
on the map, giving it its first printing 
press and photographic studio.

The Cobblestones of Jerusalem is 
another window into the enigma 
that Jerusalem continues to be. 
On this tiny spot, one of the most 
contested bits of real estate in the 
world, live a multitude of people 
who share the same elusive dream 
of peace. Through the centuries, 
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countless wars have been fought 
over Jerusalem, thousands of 
innocent people have been killed, a 
greater number have suffered loss 
and deprivation. And yet, behind the 
blood and tears, the sun continues 
to shine on this city of gold where 
Penyamin, the gentle village idiot, 
traipsed through the bombs and 
bullets to walk to his giant tree, 
perch beneath its branches, and 
engage in endless conversation with 
his man on the moon.

i
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anat al-Quds, Arabic for Daughters of Jerusalem, is an eight-year-old 
ensemble at the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music in Palestine 
(ESNCM) that comprises 35 young women who are 13 to 26 years 
old. The ensemble consists of a three-part choir and an instrumental 
ensemble. Because Arabic music has been mostly a male-dominated art 

form, it was a breath of fresh air to see young Palestinian women emerge and excel 
in the performance of Arabic music at the ESNCM’s Jerusalem headquarters. The 
ensemble has performed in many places, locally and internationally, singing for the 
freedom of their city Jerusalem and for the freedom and justice of all Palestine; they 
sing and perform the stories of the Palestinian people.

In 2021, Banat al-Quds contributed a song to the album Henna (Young Female 
Voices from Palestine) that topped the list of the Transglobal World Music Chart 
(TWMC) as the best album for the month of August 2021, ranking first among 
dozens of albums in the world music category. One of their songs on the album 
was “Gaza.” It reached the top 20 on Europe’s world music chart, a monthly 
selection of the best new music releases, curated by the top 45 DJs from across 
the world. 

Among the ensemble’s many other achievements that have come as a result of its 
members’ dedicated engagement include winning first place as the “best regional 
choir” in the Choir of the Year Competition organized by the Choir Festival 2016, 
held in Dubai. 

Artis t of the Month
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Banat al-Quds
Young Palestinian Women Sing for 

Their City and Freedom

By Suhail Khoury

b

Banat al-Quds was established by the 
ESNCM in line with its long-standing 
dedication and commitment to 
professional music education, defying 
all social and political challenges since 
its inception in 1993. When it comes 
to music, the general perception within 
society limits women to solo vocal 
performances. The conservatory, 
however, takes a different approach, 
supporting young talented women and 
encouraging them to participate in all 
fields of music. It thereby aspires to 
create a positive change in the minds 
of audiences, change attitudes towards 
women and their artistic expression, 
and encourage women’s cultural 
participation. 

The young women who form Banat 
al-Quds have found an enabling 
environment at the conservatory, and 
their training is built on a strong music 
education foundation, which has 
encouraged them to excel in music 
and form the first all-female ensemble 
and choir in Palestine that is unique 
also at the regional level. The ensemble 
performs Arabic songs and music 
from Palestine and the Arab world. The 

songs it presents are unique, mainly 
depicting the young women’s lives in 
Jerusalem under occupation. 

In May 2017, Banat al-Quds released 
three videos on YouTube in solidarity 
with the Palestinian prisoners’ hunger 
strike. The end of 2018 saw the release 
of the group’s first album in the city 
of Oslo, where they performed the 
songs of a Jerusalem-themed CD 
that they had released. Despite their 
difficult living circumstances, the girls’ 
songs are full of hope, resilience, 
and steadfastness and express their 
aspiration for freedom and their joy in 
life. 

Suhail Khoury, the ESNCM’s general 
director, trains and conducts the 
ensemble.

Inspirational Youth
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t’s made for youth. An idea was born and implemented on a hill north 
of Kufr Ni’meh (20 kilometers northwest of Ramallah): to build a hut to 
allow young people to come closer to and learn about nature and, in the 
process, be productive. Later on, more huts were added, the property 
was expanded, and more young people from all over the country started 

to come to volunteer in this community-building project. As Adel Sabaneh, head of 
operations at Sharek Youth Forum, says, “Building in this village will never end.” 

On an area of 35 dunums (8.6 acres), the youth village now includes a variety 
of facilities, huts for sleeping, treehouses, halls, a dining area, sports pergolas, 
rock-climbing areas, and playgrounds. Currently, a three-story building is under 
construction to be used as a dorm for girls and to host other sports activities. 

The village is located on a hill between Kufr Ni’meh in the south, Kharbatha Bani 
Hareth to the north, and Ras Karkar to the east. (Location: 31.93510 N, 35.09097 E.) 
At the top of the same hill, an illegal Israeli outpost was recently constructed, making 
it more challenging for this pioneer village to expand upwards. But organizers and 
their students are determined to stay, expand, develop, and educate. 

Through Sharek’s Tamayaz project, which seeks to reach university students from all 
over the country, the village is alive most days of the week. Like bees in a hive, young 

Where to Go

people are busy working in the village, 
fixing things or building a new shack, or 
just competing in a game. A lovely lady 
from the neighboring village is busy by 
the entrance as she bakes the ever-tasty 
mana’eesh (that smells better than 
heaven!) and welcomes every visitor to 
taste her homemade bread.

When you enter the village, you’re 
reminded of your identity, your history 
– and all those villages destroyed by the 
Israeli occupier in 1948. The roads and 
the shacks in this little village are named 
after destroyed Palestinian villages. 
But not only that, the village teaches 
self-reliance, independence, teamwork, 
and environmental preservation, as 
things are reused and recycled. There 
is an outstanding activities program 
for students who come for a day or for 
several days. No one escapes being 
part of the busyness. 

The view of Wadi a-Dilb below is 
so refreshing. In April, the hills are 
adorned in their most vibrant colors. It’s 
paradise. 

The Youth Village can currently house 
90 students. In normal years (pre-
COVID), it received between 6,000 and 
7,000 visitors. However, the village is 
not a park or a tourist attraction. It’s an 
educational institution open to schools, 
universities, and other organizations or 
groups that wish to conduct training 
programs or offer a meditation session. 
But the village welcomes people to visit, 

to learn about the project, to be inspired, 
and to volunteer. 

Reaching the village is a journey by 
itself. A lovely dirt road that stretches 
2.7 kilometers from the neighboring 
Kharbatha Bani Hareth village meanders 
through olive groves and bushes, 
overlooking the gentle green hills of 
west Ramallah. Once east of the hill, it 
crosses a quiet valley to the other hill 
from the west, overlooking the coast. 
Then, as it leads through evergreen 
pine trees, upwards to the east, you 
can begin to hear voices and other 
sounds. The winding road ends with the 
lovely, welcoming scene of dark brown 
wooden huts among the pine trees. 

Visits to the village are by prior 
arrangement only and can be booked 
through Adel Sabaneh at 059-9362964, 
or Maher Abu Hakmeh, activities 
coordinator, at 059-841-0942, or by 
visiting the website, sharek.ps, or the 
Facebook page, @yvillage.

Bassam Almohor can be reached 
at almohor@gmail.com, +972-59-
753-4681, or through Facebook @
toursmore.

SCAN 
TO SHARE
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The Youth Village
By Bassam Almohor
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Events

JERUSALEM

CONCERTS 
Thursday 14
21:30 A concert by Yara Sing Ibn Arabi to 
celebrate the sixth edition of Al Kamandjati 
Festival of traditional and spiritual music. 
With Ramadan evenings of Sufi, traditional, 
and religious music performed by Palestinian 
artists and musicians in several Palestinian 
cities and villages, the festival seeks to support 
Palestinian steadfastness in Jerusalem and the 
Jordan Valley through musical performances. 
Organized by Al Kamandjati Association. 
Yabous Cultural Centre.

Friday 15
21:30 A concert by Firas Qazzaz to celebrate 
the sixth edition of Al Kamandjati Festival of 
traditional and spiritual music that presents 
Ramadan evenings of Sufi, traditional, and 
religious music. Organized by Al Kamandjati 
Association. Albustan Association, Silwan.

THEATER
Wednesday 13
21:30 A theater performance by Hussam 
Abu Eisha to celebrate the sixth edition of Al 
Kamandjati Festival of traditional and spiritual 
music that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by 
Al Kamandjati Association.  The Coffee Market 
(Suq al-Qattanin).

HEBRON

CONCERTS
Monday 18
21:30  A concert by the Sharq Ensemble 
(Oudai Khatib) to celebrate the sixth edition of 
Al Kamandjati Festival of traditional and spiritual 
music that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by 
Al Kamandjati Association. Friendship Garden.

JERICHO 

CONCERTS 
Sunday 17
21:30 A concert by Jihad Shuaibi and Hussein 
Rimawi to celebrate the sixth edition of Al 
Kamandjati Festival of traditional and spiritual 
music that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by 
Al Kamandjati Association. Village Yard and 
Alaghwar, Marj Naja.

JENIN

CONCERTS 
Sunday 10
21:30 A concert by Henna Haj Hassan to 
celebrate the sixth edition of Al Kamandjati 
Festival of traditional and spiritual music 
that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by 
Al Kamandjati Association. Jawa Venue.

NABLUS

CONCERTS 
Monday 11
21:30 A Sufi concert by the Ahbab Almustafa 
Ensemble to celebrate the sixth edition of Al 
Kamandjati Festival of traditional and spiritual 
music that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by Al 
Kamandjati Association. Old City yard.

Saturday 16
21:30 A concert by the Sharq Ensemble (Oudai 
Khatib) to celebrate the sixth edition of Al 
Kamandjati Festival of traditional and spiritual 
music that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by 
Al Kamandjati Association. Khan Alwakala.

RAMALLAH

CONCERTS 
Tuesday 12
21:30 A concert by Zeid Hilal to celebrate 
the sixth edition of Al Kamandjati Festival 
of traditional and spiritual music that 
presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized 
by Al Kamandjati Association. Ramallah 
Municipal Theater.

Tuesday 19
21:30 A concer t by Jihad Shuaibi 
and Hussein Rimawi to celebrate the 
sixth edition of Al Kamandjati Festival 
of traditional and spiritual music that 
presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized 
by Al Kamandjati Association. Village 
Yard, Deir Ghassaneh-Bani Zeid.

EXHIBITIONS
Sunday 1 to Saturday 30
10:00–17:00 And We Still Follow Its Path is an 
exhibition that encompasses ten projects by 
13 artists from all over Palestine who present 
personal and collective narratives centered on 
Jerusalem. Through their featured works, they 
challenge colonial narratives and bring about 
multi-layered stories of personal intimacies, 
nostalgic imaginaries, and local narratives. 
The exhibition is curated by Rawan Sharaf 
and includes interactive participatory works 
that invite the audience to become active 
contributors to the process of constructing the 
city’s narratives. Organized by Khalil Sakakini 
Cultural Center and Palestinian Art Court – al 
Hoash. The exhibition runs until May 9, 
2022, and is open from Sunday to Thursday, 
10:00–17:00. Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center.

GAZA

CONCERTS 
Wednesday 20
21:30 A concert by the Gaza Sufi Ensemble 
to celebrate the sixth edition of Al Kamandjati 
Festival of traditional and spiritual music 
that presents Ramadan evenings of Sufi, 
traditional, and religious music. Organized by 
Al Kamandjati Association. Omari Mosque.

Palestine Youth Orchestra (PYO) concert at Het Concertgebouw, Amsterdam-The Netherlands, 16 August 2019.
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Sani Meo
Publisher

The Last Word

A Functional Nation
Almost always, the process of producing issues of This Week in Palestine 
evokes emotions. The most common is pride, but other sentiments include 
good old passion, awe, respect, anticipation, happiness, sadness, and most 
definitely anger. It goes without saying that stress goes into every single issue! 

As we were working on the August 2021 issue themed “West Jerusalem,” I 
remember (this is rather embarrassing!) that I literally cried when I read one 
of the articles that told the story of a Palestinian family who lost their home 
after the Nakba in 1948. The emotion stemmed from sympathy with the family 
as well as from qahr (an Arabic word that has no English translation but that 
can best be described as the feeling you get when grave injustice takes place 
and you feel helpless to do anything about it). I am getting similar feelings as 
we’re working on the May 2022 issue themed “Life in Pre-1948 Jerusalem.” 
For now, however, it’s the brilliant emotion of pride that I feel as we finalize the 
April 2022 issue themed “Inspirational Youth.” 

We are proud of our young men and women who shine in more ways 
than you can imagine, despite economic hardship, lack of opportunities, 
racism, treatment as second- and third-class citizens, and restrictions on 
movement, not to mention situations of physical disability for some. Whether 
in IT or through coming up with innovative ideas and implementing them 
professionally using modern technology, or even succeeding in starting 
a project to raise major aid money for people in need, Palestinian youth 
have proven not only that they’re resilient but also that they can compete 
internationally. I often say that our youth excel despite the major obstacles that 
hardly anyone else faces. Imagine what they could do if they had the benefit of 
equal opportunity and serious public support?

I salute the local Palestinian and international institutions, projects, and 
initiatives that encourage and incubate innovative youth projects. The articles 
in this issue provide evidence that they are on the right track and that more of 
these projects are needed. My concern, though, is always about how to reach 
rural regions and marginalized societies, but I am confident that those who 
run and encourage youth projects will take this point into consideration. Youth, 
after all, are our hope to ensure that we have a place on the regional map of 
functional nations. 

Long live Palestine!



100THIS WEEK IN PALESTINE


